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I thi nk, she was definitel y correct in her Support for t.he

$120, 000 apf)ropriation to heIP the community action people in
Omaha to deal wth the drug problem gpndi think we need to do

nore of that on an ongoing basis but It seens absolutely crystal

clear to me that we are really nmaking a mistake in not opening
up the cottage which has been closed for a nunmber of years gy
and which does exist at Kearney, which thsically exi sts at

Kearney, to fill what appears to be absolutely” obvious need ,.q
a need which will increase. & have already funded the Norfolk
Regi onal Center with...or at least funded it in the Legislature,

the Norfolk Regional Center to deal with adult or with those
types of cases. Ve have, asyou know, already appropriated a
significant amount of dollars for the prison system for the
adult of fender. What is happening in many cases, in talking to

j udges, not only Judge Buckley, but others is that we are
sending juveniles to the State Penitentiary and this is one of
the concerns. And Senator Scofield and I and Senator Pirsch,

when we were at this semnar,what we were talked to about is
putting juvenile offenders in the State Penitentiary because for
no other reason other than there is lack of space in (pe youth
devel opment centers. So | think what we need to do is, and!I' m
sure the study will showthis, is develop to 4 system whereby
the worst offenders who need the rehabili tatjon, the juveni les
have a facility to be placed and in this case in oUr giate it is
Kear ney, and that we not place people in the prison system who
are mi nors who have a good opportunity to be rehabilitated and
that we use our conmunity outreach programé (3 keep the less
difficult offenders in the community. | think that is the
overall goal that this, at |east this semnar tal ked about thijs
last fall, and | certainly support the general theory. gy |
think we really can't ignore what is obvious from the numbers,
and t hat is that the Kearney Youth Devel opnent Center needs to
have this facility openimmediately. Senator Langford may tg]k
about this, but she indicated to me earlier this norning that
she spoke with the center this nmorning and it was ;ngicated to

her by the director that if. that the facility could be ready

for occupancyin 30 days, | beli eve she indicated. So, again,
this is a facility which does now exi st. It simply needs to be
staffed and brought up to code, | guess, for | ack of a petter
word, ~and put into use. So | would urge the body that | think
this is an appropriation that mght have gone by Us. |{went by
me, certainly. | wasn't aware of just how critical the staffing
problem was and | would urge the body to consider this

appropriation i ITTT:Bdi ately this year for the next biennium
because if wedon't, we' re going to be ignoring it for another
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