
May 19, 1989 LB 525

believe at this time that I will oppose this amendment. This
was cutting that down in half and, Senator Withem, it looks to
me like you' ve been all over the board. For a wh i l e you were
supporting the 18 million per year for t wo ye a r s , t he n yo u
dropped i t down t o one million, then you r aised i t t o
98 million, so if we'd take half of that, w ell , w e ' d b e ar o u n d
t he 49 m i l l i on or $ 5 0 m i l l i on m a r k . And now y o u ' re co- sp o n s o r
of an amendment that drops it back to 9 million,s o I d o n ' t
know. It's hard to figure out what you want to do. B ut I w o u l d
l ike t o s t ay at $18 m i l l i on . I think that is a reasonable
figure, probably isn't even enough because we haven't added any
money to state aid to education for many years and I think i t ' s
time we d o i t. We al so talked about the local school board
members, that local governing board. We didn't think we c ould
trust them. Well, my goodness, I think that we have very, very
capable men and women serving on these school bo a r d s . Th ey are
very d ed i c a t e d p eop l e . They s er v e many hour s and make many
tough decisions and right now one of their tough decisions is
the asbestos removal and there are many others. T here i s sc h o o l
financing, there is change in classes, changes in curriculum and
so they have many problems to discuss. As school bo a rd members
tell me today that they don't know which w ay t o t u r n bec au s e
every time we m andate a program, we don't pick up the tab, wedon't furnish the dol l a r s and so wh en they implement that
program there is only one place that they can get it and that is
from property taxes and that, is what the people are concerned
about. So if we would leave this at the $18 million f igu re , I
believe that there would be some property tax relief there
because that local school board wouldn't have to raise property
taxes to implement some of these programs. So I think it is a
property tax relief program and, therefore, I would oppose t he
Kristensen-Withem amendment at this time.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator K r i st e n s en , w ould yo u c a r e t o sp e a k ?

SENATOR KR I STENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members, I am
going to give the first part of my time to Senator Lamb.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r L a mb .

SENATOR LAMB: Wel l, Mr. Pr e s i d e nt and members, I rise to
support this compromise. I don't think we' re going to be able
to do everything in the world this year and this certainly is in
much less jeopardy for state aid to school s i n t h i s b ody and
probably ove r on t h e n ortheas t co rn er t h an t he or i g i n a l
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