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i nnocuous. It does deal with the idea ofproviding notice and
that is reasonable. |t alsorovides an optional ability for
reci pients to go to pharmacy services outside of the contracted
services but it makes it optional,not mandatory. As a result,
it won't supersede that earlier legislation | was talking gpout

which would still be in effect dealing with contracting
services. So it is, | think, an agreeable amendment with an
under standi ng again that we' re trying to make it a far
situation and give an option to the departnment. PBuyt|, for one,

want to enphasize to you that if we' reever going to save money
on health care costs and health care services, you have got to
be able to let the marketplace work and the marketplace won' t
work if you all oweverybody in the world to get in on whatever
contract is negotiated on, whether it be a doctor's or
hospital's or pharmacist's. You have got to |let conpetition in
the marketplace enter into the health care field or we' re pever
going to get a handle on the thing. This doesn't upset that
situation, | think, unduly again because of the "may" provision
in there. But | just want togaise this point once again that
we have got to move forward in trying to get that competition
and mar ket pl ace factor interjected and | hope sone day we' |l see
the departnment pursue that and | hope that that will be soon.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. May | _introduce some guests, please.
Under the north bal cony, Senator Rod Johnson and “sepator Scott

More have sonme folks fromStronmsburg, Nebraska. Theyare Duane
and Brenda Oquist and their children, Matthew, Katie, Mark and
Peter. Would you please welcome themto the |egislature this
nor ni ng. Thank you for visiting us. Senator Pirsch, please,
foll owed by Senator Abboud and Senator Hefner.

SENATOR PI RSCH: Thank you, M. President. | just wanted to
rise and give my supportto this amendnent. It' s.. .Senator
Wesely was very thorough in his examnation of this amendment
and | do want to point out that it is true that the conpetition
and the availability of pharmacy services is very inportant gpd
this is a very small step in that direction. gy again, we
want that option and | think this amendment, while it is just a

smal | step in the right directioni|| acconplish at |east a
start. So | hope you will support it.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Abboud, please.

SENATOR ABBOUD:  Question.
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