
May 19, 1989 LB 279

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Landis, will you handle the amendment?

SENATOR LANDIS : I will. As I recall, Mr. Clerk, we had an
amendment that was divided in half. We adopted half of the
amendment. Senator Withem offered a floor amendment to the
second half of an amendment to LB 279. Is that the portion that
we row are r e f e r r i n g t o?

CLERK: Well, Senator,...

SENATOR LANDIS: Let me approach the Chair and just take a look

SPEAKER BARRETT: C ertai n l y .

CLERK: Mr . Pr esi d e n t , Senator Landis is correct. We had
divided the amendment. The first portion had been adopted, I
bel ieve , by t he body . The s e c ond por t i on was under
consideration. Senator Withem then offered an amendment to that
amendment. That amendment is now pending.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, just to get a couple of things i n t h e
record here. When this amendment was being considered on the
floor we were discussing service c on t r a c t s. I t a r ou s e d my
interest and we had a fairly lively debate on the whole subject.
Since that time I' ve had an opportunity to learn a little bit
more about the service contract statute. Some ye a rs ago t he
Legislature passed a statute regulating service contracts as if
they were insurance. T h en it appears, h is t o r i c a l l y , I d on ' t
know whether at that time or t h rou g hout t he y ea r s w e h a v e
basically amended that statute by exemption. We have e x e mpted
almost anybody. As a matter of fact, if this amendment of mine
were to pass, as I read it in its full context, it would say
everybody that sells a service contract shall be regulated,
except any b od y t ha t sells a service contract. We would
effectively negate the whole s i t uat i o n, i f this we re t o go
through. In some discussions with people that are in th i s
business it...I, personally, have come to the conclusion that we
need some regulation of service contracts, that the current
standard of regulation probably went a little bit t oo h i g h, a
little bit too tough to meet; we probably exempt way too many
people, and that we should probably do a study on this issue and

at the amendment.
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