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support to the most important ingredient, as many of you a l r e a dy
referred to, the most important ingredient in an individual
student's ability to learn and that is the teacher who gives him
both the knowledge and the enthusiasm to do so and I would hope
you would reject the amendment.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r H e f n e r .

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, I rise
to support this amendment. This amendment would be $20 million
more in state aid to schools. And if we want to help education,
I think this is the way to go. And, Senator Withem, maybe I
didn't state my facts correctly or the statement but what I was
shocked about yesterday is when you offered that $1 million for
state aid to schools. Did you take time to figure out what that
would mean for each school? It wouldn't even mean a d r op
because when you give state aid you just about have to take at
least 10 million or $20 million at a time or else it doesn' t
even pay to divide it up. Like I said yesterday, I have been a
supporter of increasing state aid of the same percentage that we
increase our state budget. Why don't we do that? B ecause we
can' t ge t 25 people here that will do it. Also, I think by
paying this money directly to the teachers, we' re bypassing the
school board. And there has been many school board members that
have told me, they says, you want us to be on the school board
b ut we don ' t ha v e a n y authority anymore, we d o n ' t h av e an y
control because you folks here in Lincoln tell us what to do and
what w e can ' t do , what we have to do. In fact, some of them
says, I do n ' t ev e n k now why we s e rv e . So I think we ought toc onsider t hat . I served on a school board for quite a few
years. I enjoyed it but then I could see already the erosion of
local control. We have a lot of capable people out there. We
have a lot of dedicated people out there,n ot onl y s e r v i n g o n
our school boards, but serving on our county boards a nd l o ca l
NRD boa rd s and I could name quite a few and they put in long
h ours, l o n g a n d d e d i c a t e d h o u r s . A lot of their meetings go
past midnight. And so I think...I think we need to recognize
this. Last Sunday, I had an opportunity to visit with a school
teacher. I know a lot of people have said,w ell , H e f n er , y o u ' r e
against education. But I'm not against education. B ut I h a d a n
opportunity to visit with this teacher and she was asking me how
w e was c o min g a l on g with LB 89, how we was coming along with
state aid to education, and I was t e l l i n g he r t ha t t he l ast t i me
a round I s u p po r t ed L B 8 9 because I t houg h t we o ught t o d o
something for education and it didn't look like any state aid
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