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nation who is at risk themselves. What LB 89 is trying to do is
to say that we, the State of Nebraska, u nderstand one po i n t ,
that fo r yea r s an d ye a rs an d y e a rs w e have tried to increase
t eachers ' sa l ar i es the old fashioned way, we' ll raise property
taxes and we can't do it and we won't do it, w e have t oo man y
reliances on property taxes now. I have come to the conclusion
the only way to get the salaries commensurate to a point where
we can keep the level of quality of teacher that we want for our
children is for the state to step in and say, we have a priority
here t o ou r ch i l d ren . For the state to come in and say, yes, we
c are ab o u t t h e p oo r ; y es , we care about our indigent; yes, we
care about J o s l y n ; ye s , we care about pharmacy buildings; yes,
w e c a r e a b ou t h o g p en s an d g r e enhouses, b u t , above a l l , w e c ar e
about our children, and I can't stress more than a speech o r a
c onversa t i o n I h ad on the floor not too long ago when I said,
xemember the most important person to you r chi l d o r yo u r
granddaughte r or t h e y oung p er son that you' re most familiar
with, the person that is most with that child is t h e t e ache r .
And it i s a bea utiful thing to see a magic appear in that
c lassroom. . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T i m e has e x p i r e d .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...and that magic can continue only if
we put the same amount of effort and support as our ch i l d r en
deserve. I urge the defeat of the amendment.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r L a mb, p l e a s e .

SENATOR LANS: Nr. President and members, I rise to support t h e
amendment by Senator Nelson which, a s you know, t r an s f e r s thi s
$20 million from state aid to teachers to state aid to schools.
You know, I'm very much appreciative of the teachers, of the
teachers that I have had, teachers my children have had, the
teachers my grandchildren have. And why do w e hav e goo d
teachers? Because we have a lot of dedicated people out there
that are willing to do things that you and I may not be w il l i n g
to do because it's not an easy job. It's not an easy job. I
don't always agree with the groups that represent teachers but I
have a lot more empathy for teachers than most people, than most
people. But I cannot support the bill in its p resent form
because it's a philosophical thing. What are we saying with
this bill? We are saying that those school board m embers ou t
there are not responsible. They are no t r es p ons i b l e . They are
not capable of deciding how the money should be spent. N ow i f
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