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strong, strong supporter of increasing state aid in a couple of
areas, obviously, because | think state aid has been prom sed to
the school s for so manyyears when we put income and sales i
and it was not given the way it was supposed to. have no
funded our schools the way we prom sed and intende\géana/v\e nee
to get the funds back to them | totall y agree with that.

would also like to talk about a couple of other things that
Senator Wthemdid not talk about and that is the pod of the

Legislature the | ast few years,even before | came. We were
worried at one tine and we still are concerned that our best and

brightest of our young people were exitin? the state, were
| eaving the state because there were betfer job opportunities
el sewhere and they were leaving the state gng they still are
| eaving the state. And we instituted 773 and 775 and a host of
other packages in order to try to jnpcrease job opportunities.
And the whole idea s to keep the people here because the
opportunities were not. .our best were |eavi nﬁ' At t he
University of Nebraska we heard the sane things that there were
better economi c opportunities elsewhere and our bpest and
brightest of professors were |eaving and our children who went
through our university were not getting the of education
that their lives and that they, thenselves, depend on us to give
them They went anyway but wewere falling short. \yechanged
that with Governor O r and the |eadership of the Legislat%re.
We put morenoney into faculty salaries. W pade a conmitnent
to research and the University of Nebraska has improved and
geople are doing better things at the university but it' s
ecause there is a better opportunity there. | have a difficult
time understanding the floor of this body when we take those
same attitudes and we cannot transgress that same chasm over
into education. | have a difficult tinme understanding t he
body can do these things for business and then say education iIs
different. We are not conpetitive gg| aryw se. Inthe western
part of the state, particularly in small school districts, and|
understand, Senator Smith, that not all people will get funds
through this, the majority are. \w are not being conpetitive in
salaries and the best and the brightest teachers’in those 4ieag
| eave. Bel i eve me, | know. Nany of you were teachers nmany
years ago. | was a teacher just two years ago. Believe me, |
know, they are leaving because there are better economic
?[ﬁportunltles el sewhere and they have to be responsibleto
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emsel ves and their fapiljes. And our education systemis
sufferi ng. You | ook at the wall chart on educati on and t he
nrtion, itself, is in trouble on education and we are right up
there at the top sone. .. in a comparison but we' re conparing to a
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