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education. Senator Hefner, I1'mgoing to ask you to go back gug
| ook at the record, |I'msure that tnere are many times since you
and | have beenhere that | have been on the gjde of state aid
to education increases when you have not been. andwe need to
do a | ot more in thearea of general state aid to education.
That's whywe, as a Legislature, hopefully, are commtting
ourselves to Senator Scott Moore's bill and the process that it
invol ves. But to put $20 million of state aid to education, in
general, blow it out into the wind, $20million into a billion

dollar systemand not have any strings on it is not going to g
one thing for quality education. And the comments that Senator
Lynch and Senator Baack nmade yesterday about administrators 4pq
their abilities to lead in education reformin this gtate, with
sone very notable exceptions, | will admt, were accurate
statements, that this $20 nmillion into state aid to education
will do nothing for property taxes.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR WTHEM . ..2 percent of the entire burden and ;| do
nothing for quality education. On the other hand, using this
$20 million to set up a programthat says we, gasa state, val ue
quality people in the teaching profession, we know that that is
where the action is and we knowthat jf we continue to onl y
encourage the bottom 50 percent of our college graduates to go
into education, this state is at risk. \Wearein great danger
'?'];1 tIOSiV\r/I]‘lgtWthr?t e\é@h C_Orrpelltlitibvet edge we mayhave as a state.
at's a is bi is a about an that's i
needs to go into LB 89 fornula to benefit teacho\elvrry \t,vhhle?h :no;lgz
like the fornula distribution or whether you don' t, it needs ° i,
go into teachers' salaries, not into state aid to educati on.
State aid to education is a good program because the gsiate has
some responsibilities there but it doesn't buy you one nickel's
worth of ‘additional quality. And | defy a school adninistrator,
a school board menber to prove to ne where that 20 pi|lion is
going to inprove quality. They couldn't do it on the floor

yesterday, they can't do it today. This bill needs to pass in
its current form

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and members o'

the body, | would like to touch on maybe 5 |ittle bit different
area on Senator Nelson's anendment. And, again, as 1>yesterday
it's very, very difficult because |, personally, phave been a

7189



