Nay 18, 1989 LB 89

body again that LB 89 was sold to the takpayers of Nebraska as a
way to help low incone teachers. This anendnent will help those
low inconmeteachers. | think this anendnent is needed, because

have several teachers in nmy district that are under 16,000.
W need to get this on there so that it's fair for all teachers.
| think if we're going to do sonething for just theteachers
in...with the high inconme, it isn't designed that way. |
shouldn't say it isn't designed, that's the way it is right now,
but we need to have the amendnents so that it's fair to all
teachers. The ones that are in the |Iow income need the hiagher

salary also. Unless we can get this anmendnent on, | think there
are a | ot of wus that support higher t.acher salary, but it' s
hard for us to support a bill like this that doesn't help our

low income teachers. W need this amendnment on this bill. |
urge you to adopt it. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Rod Johnson, please.

SENATOR R.  JOHNSON: Nr. President and nenbers, |' ve often heard
Senator Landis nake comments relative to you must know the |ay
of the land, you nust follow the nood of the body. | sense. as
I' ve talked to some nembers of the pody, at |east si nce the
di scussion has started with 89, that npst of us know where we
stand with the bill, regardl ess of the amendnents that are going
to be offered. While | appreciate the debate and the oratory
that is being offered, | think there is no question that thefe
are sonme folks who are anxious to vyote on this bill in its
present fashion. I don't expect any of the amendments to
succeed tonight, and while we can spend an awful lot of tinme, |
think the lay of the land tells us at this particular point this
bill is ready to be read. While | appreciate what Senator Smith
and Senator Nelson are attenpting to do, to bring the bill back
to put it in the shape that they feel they can vote for it, |
think the mpjority, and | guess that's what we live with in this
body, the mpjority of folks here feel the bill is in a stage or
in a phase in which they can vote for it, and | guess we can
t ake npst of the evening to do that. But | think, regardless of
what debate is offered here tonight, people have nade up their
mnds. | guess |'mready to vote on the bill. Wecan take a
| ot of time tal king about it, but nost people | have talked to
have said, well, |I' ve made up ny mind and |'mready to vote. g
I guess | would say that | hope we wouldn't have to spend a lot
of time. | guess |'m opening nyself up to criticismfor that,
because we all have the opportunity to express ourselves in this
body. But as | read the lay of the land, Senator |[andis, t hat
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