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Conway and Lynch have gone through, solI'm going to talk more
about the history of the bill and procedures on the bill.
Sonetimes we bemoan the fact that we have yer little
institutional memory in here, and we're usually thinking about
we don't  remember back several ears ago why we assed
I egislat ion. I'd remind the bodyy and rem nd Senator Smth,
maybe specifically, that there seens to be ar. incredible | ack of
menory on how this bill got into the shape that it is in today
that it is supposedlya dastardly sort of process we went
t hrough to turn this bill into a ro-urban bill. We did
not...we did not do that. When the bill was introduced, gand it
cane to the Education Commttee, it was a well-bal anced pi ece of
legislati on. It was modeledafter the lowalegislation. |{ hag
three distinct phases in the bill. Phase Il | was a quality
teaching type of proposition to which we put a few dollars in,
and when we decided there were too many dollars in the bill,
t hat went out in conmittee. When the floor first had an
opportunity to consider the bill, it was a well-bal anced pi ece
of legislation, it included Phasel andPhasell. phasel of
the bill included a mnimum salary of $18,000, And
dollars...the first dollars in this bill were to flow into those
very districts that Senator Smith's amendnent is purporting to
help. It was to go, first of all, to get everybody in the stgate
up to $18,000. There were some senators with an urban bias ho
did not |'i ke that particular part of the bill, | my have \geen
one of themthat deep down | didn't really care that much for
that part of the bill. But | felt if this was the proposal that
cane to us, and the goal was to nake it bal ancetf,andthe goal
was to help those teachers out there jn those Class | school
districts and in those smaller school districts that aren' t
paying as nmuch, | can live with that. On  Select. File four
distinct senators in this body, Senator Jacklyn Smth, Senator
Arlene Nel son, Senator Onen Elmer, and Senator Scott More, each
one of those filed an anmendnent to take Phase | out of the bi Ia].

Phase | was the portion of the bill t hat benefited the small

districts, that benefited the teachers that were being paid
poorly. We agreedto do that. Ve agreed to take that out.
When Senator Conway offered the amendment, we said we' |l go
aIOng with that. And in addition, we agreed to cut the doll ars
down in the bill. Ifyou remenmber, it went from 100 mlli on,
150 million doll ars, down to 80 million do”arsy down now
to...excuse nme, 40 million dollars for a one year inpact, down
to25 million dollars for a one year jppact, and the Conway
amendment, in addition, took another $5 mllion out of it. It

was that proposition, prought to us by those who are now
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