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because three nore years worth .of negotiations, if they were

to 15, were probably, with the kinds of increases that naybe
they realised in their districts, although if you | ook down this
list oddly enough you' Il find some of these districts that pgye
actually reduced their salaries in the last couple of years\éy
getting rid of senior teachers and noving into fresh teachers,
ecause...for  whatever reason, | won't try to even specul ate.
VWhat | found of those 539 teachers was kind of jnter sting
though, in terms of the school districts they represen?. One
hundred and thirty-one of the school districts that those

teachers are teaching in have mill |evies that arebelow
40 cents. | think if nost of you, who are in situations, go
back home and start talking about m |l |evies around that
40-cent figure, | know | have districts all over...school

districts all over nmy district that would be doing backflips if

they could get down below $2, if they could get down pelow
$1.50. We' re talking 40 cents, 131 of these districts are bel ow
40 cents. Three hudred and twelve of these districts we' re
tal king about are below $1 that they' re dedicating toward
educat i on. Wiy do they have such levels? g you | ook at

assessed val uation per student, the state average for students
is $167,000 per student of assessed valuation. \whatdo you have

when you | ook down that listand you' ve got &, what, | believe
the front page, at least, | have the conplete grouping here.
You start comng down that |ist and | see 2.7 mllionper
student, | see 1.3 mllion, I gsege 1.1, 1.2, 3.9 mllion per
student assessed valuation underneath each one of these

students. We tal k about fairness, we'rein a situation where we
have education being supported by our property taxes, by the
value of our roperty taxes, when in fact as we' ve got them
broken down in these very mnute little districts, the disparity
between what some of you have in Beatrice or in Omaha or
In...even In many of your smaller comunities is absolutely
horrendous, and it's not just the urban situation they go jniq.

| got a letter from the superintendent out at Crawford,
Nebraska. | |ooked himup. He'sgot about $68,0000f assessed
valuation per student. Right next door, in thevery next

district, we' relooking at 1.2 mllion gssessed valuation per
studentl. He's got problems. we need to be |ooking at that, and
I don't want to draw that into this issue, but that all goes
into the mx that | think is worthy of considering. Oneof the
things when | offered the anendnent to begin with was | said
what we didn't want to do was reinforce those people who have,

for whatever reasons, held that cost down and in the future are

not going to be conpetitive. I'mnot as concerned about the
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