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because three more years worth .of negotiations, if they were 14
to 15, were probably, with the kinds of increases that maybe
they realised in their districts, although if you look down this
list oddly enough you' ll find some of these districts that have
actually reduced their salaries in the last couple of years by
getting rid of senior teachers and moving into f resh t ea c h e r s ,
because. . . f o r w hat e v e r reason, I won't try to even speculate.
What I found of those 539 t eachers was k i n d o f interesting,
though, in terms of the school districts they represent. One
hundred and thirty-one of the school d i st r i ct s t hat t h o se
teachers ar e t each i n g in have mill levies that a re be l o w
40 cents. I think if most of you, who are in situations, go
b ack h o me a n d st ar t talking about mill levies around that
4 0-cent f i gu r e , I know I have d istricts all over . . . s c hoo l
districts all over my district that would be doing backflips if
they could get down below $2, if they could get down below
$1.50. We' re talking 40 cents, 131 of these districts are below
40 cents . Thr ee h und r e d and twelve of these districts we' re
talking about are below $1 that they' re dedicating toward
education. Why do th ey have such levels? Well, you look at
assessed valuation per student, the state average f or st ud e n t s
is $167,000 per student of assessed valuation. W hat do yo u h a v e
when you look down that list and you' ve got a, what, I be l i ev e
the front page, at least, I have the complete grouping here.
You start coming down that list and I see 2.7 million per
student, I see 1.3 million, I see 1.1, 1.2, 3.9 million per
s tudent as se s s e d valuation underneath each o n e o f t h e se
students. We talk about fairness, w e' re i n a situation where we
have education being supported by our property t axes , b y t h e
value o f ou r p roper t y taxes, when in fact as we' ve got them
broken down in these very minute little districts, the disparity
between what some of you have i n Bea t r i c e or in O maha o r
i n . . . e ve n i n many of your smaller communities is absolutely
horrendous, and it's not just the urban situation they go i nto .
I got a letter from the superintendent out a t C ra w f o r d ,
Nebraska. I looked him up. H e's go t a b ou t $ 6 8 , 000 o f assessed
valuation per student. Right next door, in the very next
district, we' re looking at 1.2 million a ssessed v a l u a t i on pe r
student. He's got problems. We need to be looking at that, and
I do n' t want to draw that into this issue, but that all goes
into the mix that I think is worthy of considering. One of t h e
things when I o ffered the amendment to begin with was I said
what we didn't want to do was reinforce those people who have ,
for whatever reasons, held that cost down and in the future are
not going to be competitive. I 'm not a s concerned a b ou t t he
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