May 18, 1989 LB 639

political. Everything we do in this roomis political and don' t
try to deny that because it is true. gg | amgoing to vote for
LB 639, and | hope, and | am goi ng to tell you one “ppre thing.
I know of two people, onein own faml?/ who went to  the
Departrment of Econonic Devel opnent \Mthln the last two nmonths to
get hel p because this one person. .. both of them were starting
new businesses. The staff, whonever they talked to, | don
even know, couldn't have been more cooperative, nore helpful.
These were not big businesses. They gave themall kinds of
information and help so they could get startedin a new
business. So, for that reason and for several others, | am
going to vote for the advancement of the bill. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. SenatorBaack.

SENATOR BAACK: Yes, M. Speaker and col | eagues, just yer
briefly, | am not going to disagree with a ot of the histtyry
that Senator Wesely and Senator Hanni bal have given. There have
been problems over there. | will be the first to admt that |
was around in  '86 when we worked on that department,

under stand sonme of the frustrations with some of the thi ngs that

have gone on in that departnent. The changes that we are
suggesting in 639 are not changes t hat they just picked gyt of
the air. Ther e was a reviewconmmittee that was fornmed. g

review conmittee went through a process of | ooking at the
Department of Econom ¢ pevel opnent, brought in sone national

expertise to | ook at how the departnment could operate in a much
nore aggressive, nuch better fashion. They did that, and these
are some of the recommendations they came back with. The
departnent is strapped by sone of the’things the Legislature has
done. I will be just asfrustrated as anybody else if we don' t
see some inprovenent there, and | can guarantee you that | i

be back in to try and put them back under it if that is what it

takes to do, but 1 don't know if that is what it takes. | am
willing to take thisrisk this tine, gnqg it is arisk. We are

?omgtotakearlsk with this. W are going to risk sayln
et's give them some erX|b|||tK Let's see | hey ca
perform And so that is something that we are gomgtoh (\.{

do this time, but | think the changes that we are making are
ones that are going to provide the proper kjnd of f r amewor k.
They are not just changes that we were brought out of the air.
There was a study done. The changes were recommended. These
changes were reflected in LB 639, and | would urge the body to
advance 639. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker
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