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political. Everything we do in this room is political and don' t
try to deny that because it is true. So I am going to vote for
LB 639, and I hope, and I am going to tell you one more t h i n g .
I know of two people, one in my own family, who went t o t he
Department of Economic Development within the last two months to
get help because this one person. ..both of them were s tar t i n g
new bu s i nesses. The staff, whomever they talked to, I don' t
even know, cou ldn ' t h a v e b een more cooperat i ve , mor e h elpfu l .
These we re not b i g businesses. They gave them all kinds of
information and help so they could get started i n a new
business . So , f o r that reason and for several others, I am
going to vote for the advancement of the bill. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . S e n a to r Baack .

SENATOR BAACK: Ye s , Mr. Speaker and colleagues, just very
briefly, I am n ot going to disagree with a lot of the history
that Senator Wesely and Senator Hannibal have given. There have
b een prob lems over t h e r e . I will be the first to admit that. Iw as around i n '86 when we worked on that department, a nd I
understand some of the frustrations with some of the things that
have g on e o n i n t hat department. The changes that we are
suggesting in 639 are not changes that they just picked out of
the air. Ther e was a review committee that was formed. This
review committee went through a p r oces s of looking at the
Department of Economic Development, brought in some national
expertise to look at how the department could operate in a much
more aggressive, much better fashion. They did that, and these
are some of the recommendations they came back with. The
department is strapped by some of the things the Legislature has
done. I will be just as frustrated as anybody else if we don' t
see some improvement there, and I can guarantee you that I wil l
be back in to try and put them back under it if that is what it
takes to do, but I don't know if that is what it takes. I a m
willing to take this risk this time, and it is a risk. We are
going to take a risk with this. We are going to risk sayingl et ' s g i ve them some flexibility. Let' s see i f t h e y c a n
perform. And so that is something that we are going to have to
do this time, but I think the changes that we are making are
ones that are going to provide the proper kind of framework.
They are not just changes that we were brought out of the air.
T here was a s t u d y d o n e . The changes were re c o mmended. These
changes were reflected in LB 639, and I would urge the body to
advance 639. Th ank y ou , Mr . S peaker .
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