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you are going to end up regretting it sonetinme again. |n
addition, the bill talks about setting up an Existing Business
Assistance Division. Then it goes on to talk about one gf the
responsibil ities of the Existing Business Assistance Division
is, the division, "Such assistance shall encourage the start-up
of new businesses...” Okay, Exjsting Business Assistance
Division is to help start up new businessés. vypyknow, and the
thing, it is obviously inconsistent, gnd in addition, the other
elements that were in the original version of the bill called
for a number of different things to assist in new businesses,
and entrepreneurs and all of that is taker. out under this
| egislation, and they talk about providing assistance for new
businesses, but they call it the Exjsting Business Assistance
Di vi sion, so, obviously, the Departnment of Econom c Devel opnent
is not really interested in entrepreneurial assistance gng
hel ping new i deas takeforminto new businesses. Their whole
focus has been recruitnent, business recruitnent. Thati s the
peopl e that they have in charge. That is what they like. That
I's what they do best, and when they ke off in a different
direction, this legislature is the one that sets policy, not the
Depart nent of Econom c Devel opnent. Just |ike what Senator
Ber nar d- St evens tal ks about how we have got to let them do hat
they want to do, it is the Legislature that sets policy in this
state, whether it be in health care or education or econom ¢
devel opnment or any other field. It is this Legislature
representing the different areas of the state that is to
determ ne how money is spent and how policy is to be initiated
through statute and budget. Andwhen we do that and we have it
|gnoreq, | sinply think we have to stand up and say, no, we are
not going to allow that to happen. Unfortunately, too often

this body standsup and says, well, okay, | guess you can. But
that is not what | want to do, andso | am telling you once

again there are a litany of horror storiesnvolved with the
Departnent of Economic Devel opment. We corrected some of them

with ~ legislation in 1986. w are about to go back to the sort
of flexibility that got us into trouble in the first place, a
I don't know how long it will be, but I think with the attituc?e

over there in that departnent, it will be back again and then we
will wsh we hadn't made the changes we are about to make. \ith

that, I will withdraw ny notion to indefinitely postpone.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. |t js withdrawn. The Chair is
pl eased to note that Senator Dierks has 28 K through 8th graders
from Boone, Nebraska, District 74, in our north balcony with
their teacher. Would you people please stand and be recognized
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