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S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Bernard_Stevens_ Thank

you. SenatorAbboud. Senator Abboud. Senator Wesely, there
are no other lights on,'" would you care to cl ose?

SENATOR WESELY:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members. You know, I
really don't enjoy having to oppose some of these pieces of
| egi,slation but there is a certain responsibility we aPI have a5
we have been involved in issues and we see things happen, andto
share with you the history involved with them | think any of
you that have passed | egislation and then seer it ignored \ould
understand how | feel. Any of you that have worked with the
departnent and had them give you their word that they were going
to do something, and have them break their promises, ignore ine
programs that they said they would work on, would feel just as |
do, frustrated and angry, outraged at, the sort of flaunting of

executive power .that we have seen with this departnent. Maybe
you have had that experience, maybe you haven' t. | have passed
a lot of bills, I have workedon a lot of programs. have
never had the experiences | have had in thiS area |ike | have
had in the Department of Economic Devel oprment . I don't know
what it isover there. | don't know why they feel they can do

this, but to have themtime and again promise they are going 4
do sonething, and then turn around and absolutely not do it, znd
then come in with a bill nowto elinmnate grogramthat they
prom sed tinme and again they were going to pursue, | just can't
stand by and |et that happen. | handed out for you the child
was born...this child is a victimof neglect. |t is a form of
child abuse and it is about to die, and it may have been a child
that people didn't care about. |t is the one that | cared about
and | certainly sinply feel that to allow it to happen w thout
sone objection is wong, and it is nore than that. This bill
would also elimnate the advisory conmmttee that we set upfor
conmuni ty devel opnent bl ock grants. Wy did we set up an
advisory conmittee for community devel opnent block grants and
ive themthe authority to make the decisions in that area?
ecause when we didn't have that,. the departnment cane in,
changed the programin the nmddle of the stream didn't really
l et people know about jt and all over the state towns were
upset because the rules had been changed on themin the middle
of the ball game, and they came down here and all of us that
were concerned tried to do sonething about it, andwe decided we

are not going to let that happen again, e are oino to have
citizens on an advisory committee nmmking sure thgt t hat (?oesn' t

happen. You aregoing to elinminate that oversight and | {pink
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