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areas and in rural econom c devel opment, where | don't think
they havedone a very goodjob. But the body made the decision
a couple of weeks ago to say that now we are going to open ¢q,r
nore field offices. We are going to give them sone nore noney
to do that; We are going to put them out in the rural areas
trying to get themto do sone thi ngs in rur al economic

devel opnent . I think there were better ways of using that
noney, but the body has nade that decision. | amwlling to go
along with that decision. | think if they are going to do those

ki nd of things, we also need to provide the framework m
to do it in, and | think that 639 noves towards that frarr’eworﬁ
It does say that we are not going to mandate the different
divisions within the Departnent of Economi c Devel opnment anynore.
They aregoing to be pernmitted to have certain divisions within
the Departnent of Economic Devel opnent. They are not going to

be mandated, which | think is a good nove.
have some flexibility to do tﬁe ki nds of thtl rr]llggkttt*nheyt?l%e‘jv\ta?\t
to do. | h,ve had a nunber of discussions with the Governor and

she feels that she can do some things with the department if
there is sonme flexibility allowed there, and | think that we
needto dothat. |t is kind of ironic to get up, you know, two
weeks ago and bash the department,say they are not doing the
right things and then turn right around and give them the
flexibility, but | think it can be fairly consistent because we
gave themthe noney. We have done that now. That is in place.
W are going to add those field offices. Nowweneedto provide
the framework for themto properly use those field offices. I
think I mentioned in the first round on 639, on General File,
that we are going to be watching themvery, very closely, and it
is not going to be on a partisan basis, because’l amgoing to be
watching them just as closely as Senator Wsely is because |,
and | have had a nunber of discussions with Roger Christianson
saying, okay, we will give you this, and we will work with you
on this, but you had better performafter this. vyouhad better
hire the kinds of people who can deal withrural econoni ¢
devel opment, not the sane kinds of people that you have

the past that only want to live in the popul ation centers and
don't understand what it is like to live inthe guai| town of
Nebraska, don't understand what it is |like to be in a very snmall
rural area, and what kind of economic devel opnent they are
screanming for out there. | think that is what we have got to
watch over the next fewyears. | think with that | would just
urge the body to reject the notion to indefinitely postpone, gng
then fromthere, we will proceed to advance the pjj to Final
Reading. Thank you, Nr. Speaker.
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