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years. It has been eliminated without the will of t he
Legislature. It has been eliminated not recognizing that
a ppropr i a t i o n s h ave occu r r e d , and it is just an example, i t i s
not the only example, of where the Legislature has given intent,
funding, and direction, and the Department of E c onomic
Development over the last years has ignored the will of this
Legislature and gone off on its own, and I simply think that
some accountability and some accounting for that has to occ u r .
The easy thing to do would be to follow along the line and just
.ease up again with this department and give them b ack t h e
flexibility that they want. But, frankly, they have, every time
we have done t h a t , . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...even when we haven't allowed for it, they
have still come back and done whatever their desires c al l f or .
One of the things we did in this was call for strategies to be
developed by the divisions in the department. We called for,
also, an annual report to be submitted in the fall and these
things, that I know of, have not occurred, even though t hey were
mandated under the bill. In addition, and when we get back t o
it, I wo uld like to talk more about some problems and
inconsistencies with the legislation as it is drafted right now.
I am simply sharing my frustration h aving be e n i nv o l v e d with
this now for a number of years and, again, t h o s e o f y o u who s ee
this as purely partisan don' t understand my lon gstanding
interest in this. I believe that anytime any department decides
to f l au n t t h e wi l l o f t h e Leg i s l a t u r e , th e r e i s s ome account i n g
that needs to occur, and that is simply what I am trying t o do
with t h i s d i sc u s s i o n a t t h i s po i nt i n t i me .

SPEAKER BAR R ETT: Thank you . Discuss io n on t he
i ndef i n i t e l y . . .t h e m o t i o n t o i ndef i n i t e l y p o st po n e t he b i l l .
Senator Baack, would you care to discuss it?

SENATOR BAACK: Ye s, Mr. S peaker a nd c o l l e ag u e s . I r i s e i n
opposition to the motion to indefinitely postpone, and I t h i nk
that, you know, Senator Wesely has d o n e a ve r y g oo d j o b of
reiterating some of the history behind the department, a nd I c a n
assure you that this isn't just partisanship because I have had
some real frustrations with the department myself, and I t h i n k
just a couple of weeks ago, I expressed those frustrations here
on the floor, and I hit the department pretty hard in some of
the areas where I feel they have failed, especially in the rural
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