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anything . And I sa i d , no, no, trust me, we will bring them
under there, and they said they are willing to work with you and
we are going to see that this office continues. A nd so t h ose o f
Us that co-sponsored the bill, we introduced the bill, we passed
the bill, and there the telecommunications office came under the
Department of Economic Development. Well, it, of course,
infuriated me to no end that a year later exactly what those
people sa i d wou l d hap pen happened, and so I fought so hard, I
want it in the record, I f ought so har d to t r y t o keep
telecommunications going because I had made a promise to those
people that wanted to see that happen, and that promise and I
have tr ied to fulf ill, but the Department of Economic
Development has ignored it. So in 1987, we started in on the
whole issue of what is happening with telecommunications, we had
a bill last year that was before the Government Committee. It
was in 1988 and I quote Roger Christianson. He said at that
t ime, "We have had 61 applications. This is for the director of
the division. We hav e been screening those. We hope to get
those down to five, and within the next three weeks t o h i r e a
division director, and then we will, subsequently, let the
division director fill the other positions that are currently
vacant." T hat was in February of 1988. I t i s n o w Nay o f 1 9 8 9 ,
obviously, they did not hire a division director. They di d n ot
fulfill the promises that they made and o nward t h e y w e n t
ignoring the will of the Legislature that had been cr e at e d i n
1984, and then redirected into the department in 1986. A lso i n
1988 all this controversy came t o l i gh t i n a h ear in g t h at
S enator No o r e and Sena t o r Hannibal and Senator Scofield and
other members of the Appropriations Committee h eld on t h e
telecommunications office in the D epartment of Economic
Development, and again I quote. I quote Scott Noore, he says
d eal in g wi t h Tel ec o mmunica t i o n s D ivi s i o n , " ' I t w a s Rod Ba t e s '
child,' said Senator Scott Noore, referring to the previous DED
Director. Senator Gary Hannibal of Omaha said, ' Obvious ly , i t
i sn ' t Nr. Christianson s c hild.' Picking up on that,
Mr. Christianson responded by saying, 'I have adopted the child,
Senator.' M oore replied,'And you will raise and nurture it as
'f like it were your very own.'" Well, Senator Moore hoped that
telecommunications would be raised and nurtured as one of Roger
Christianson's own children but, heaven forbid, if Roger raises
his own children the way h e has t aken c ar e o f t h e
Telecommunications Division b ecause i t i s d ead . Under t h i s
bill, it is dead. We are here to bury the Telecommunications
Division. That is what LB 639 woul d d o . I t would e l i m i n a t e
that division. W e ll, it has really been eliminated for two
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