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anything. And | said, no, no, trust me, we will bring them
under there, and they said they are wlling to work with you and
we are going to see that this office continues. Andsothose of

Us that co-sponsored the bill, we introduced the bill, we passed
the bill, and there the tel ecommuni cations of fice cane under the
Department of Econom c Devel oprent . Well, it, of course,

infuriated me to no end that a year |ater exactly what those
people said would happenhappened, and so | fought so hard, |
want it in the record, | fought 5o hard to try to keep
t el ecommuni cati ons going because | had nade a pronise to those
peopl e that wanted to see that happen, and that prom se and I
have tried to fulfill, but the Department of Economic
Devel opment has ignored it. So in 1987, we started in on the
whol e i ssue of what is happening with tel ecormuni cations, e had
a bill | ast year that was before the Government Committee. |
was in 1988 and | quote Roger Christianson. He said at that
time, "Ve have had 61 applications. This is for the director of
the division. =~ We have been screening those. We hope to get
those down to five, and within the next three weeks g hire a
division director, and then we will, subsequently, let the
division director fill the other positions ¢{hat are currently
vacant . " That was inFebruary of 1988. |t is nowNay of 1989,
obviously, they did not hire a division director. they did not
fulfill the promi ses that they made and onward they went
ignoring the will of the Legislature that had peen created in
1984, and then redirected into the departnent in 1986. A|so in
1988 all this controversy camet o light in a hearing that
Senator Noore and Senator Hannibal and Senator Scofield and
other nmenbers of the Appropriations Conmittee held on the
t el ecommuni cations office in +the Department of Economic

Devel opnent, and again | quote. | quote Scott Noore, he says
dealing with Telecommunications pijyvision, "'lt was Rod Bates'

child,' said Senator Scott Noore, referring to the previous DED
Director. Senat or Gary Hanni bal of Omaha said, "Obviously, it
isn't Nr. Christianson s child.' Picking up on ‘that,
M. Christianson responded by saying, '| have adopted the child,
Senat or . ' Moore replied," And you will raise and nurture it as
'f like it were your very own.'"  ws||, Sepator More hoped that
t el ecommuni cations woul d be raised and nurtured as one of Rager
Christianson's own children but, heaven forbid, if Roger rai ges
his own <children the wayhe has t aken care of the
Tel econmuni cations Di vision because it is dead. Under thi s
bill, it is dead. W are here to bury the Tel ecomunications
Di vi si on. That is whatLB 639 would do. |twould eliminate
t hat divi sion. Well, it has really peen elimnated for two
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