Nay 18, 1989 LB 639

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely, please. (Gavel.) The house
is not in order, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. | under st and the
sentinment of the body. | ammerely for the record tryin to
outline  why we are here today and why | hope we can at Peast

consider the fact that there is good reason not ¢tg change the
statute. Anyway, in 1985 we had a series ofproblens Tn the
Depart nent of Econom c Devel opnent. That was at a time when
Governor Kerrey was in office and many of you who suspect that
partisanship on ny part when | have attacked the pepartnment of
Econoni c Devel opment over the last couple of years, and| can
assure you that ny displeasure with ¢ hat departnment goes far
beyond partisanship and is based and rooted in policy and
concerns | have with the policy of that department, andin 1985,
t hat department went al nost a year without a director. It took
CDBG bl ock grants and ignored prioritizations, instead went on a
first come, first serve basis, contrary to what hadbeen
identified to the comunities. |t ended up diverting funds gng

utilizing a number of different flexibilities in their
department that infuriated the members of this Legislature. ppg

we said it is obvious the Department of Econonic Devel opnent g
out of control and needs to be |ooked at,and so we formed an
ad hoc special conmttee on econom c devel opnent.

worked w th the Chanbers of Commerce and di fferen)[Nei 'ﬁf'é?gs"’%”e%
parties and we came back with a bill, LB 965, a5abi Il
i ntroduced by not only nyself, but Senator Landis, and Senator
Smth, and Senator Hefner, and Senator Nelson, and Senator
Schnmit, and Senator Chroni ster, and Senator Rod Johnson, Senator
Beutler, Senator Abboud, Senator Conway, Senator Hoagland, and
Senator W them and all of us were working together trying 'to
find a way to get some control over the departnent that had | ost

its way. And this bill was supported by the pysiness interest
of the state because they agreed to us that tﬁe %epartment ad

lost its way, and so we cane in to try and identify what are the
divisions of the department, what are the goals of the
department, how are we going to functionggthat we don't have
these problenms repeat jtself. So we set up a number of
statutory guidelines, sjgnposts, so that the departnent woul d
not repeat the problems of "1985, and| think we succeeded to
some degree to at | east provide some structure, some
accountability. At the same time, Senator Hannibal and sepator
Scofield and other menbers of the AppropriationsCommttee
divided down the Departnent of Econonmic Devel opnent budget o

t hose same divisions, so that in the statute ywe have the
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