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like to get into record. We talked about h:.wthis would help to
keep people in business, howit would help "he owners of these

underground tanks stay in operation. | thi"k that is very
I mportant. Also, we adopted the Warner arneanent which says
that we are goi ng totry to hel p those that ad a problem
before, and | believe...| believe that is all right, too. But |

think we also need to consider that this is certainly going to
hel p our environnent. Leaking tanks throughout the state are
causing a lot of problems for us, and not only in Nebraska, but

all across the nation. Soweneedto address it, and |ike I
said this morning, when petrol eum products | ak into the soil,
It causes contam nation, contamination to the soil, the ground,
and eventually it gets into our underground water, gn4this is
what we should be concerned about. | feel that we need to take
a lot of action to keep thisfromhappening and | believe tahat

this bill will do that, orit will help do that, andthis is why

we need to. Al'so, jf petroleum products |eak from an
underground tank, it could get into the stormsewers inour
towns and our cities, and if the gases build up, it could cause
a major fire or it could cause an explosion, and this bill will
certainly help those owners of those underground tanks adiress
that problem  And so | feel that we need the bill to clean up
and protect our environment. yrge advancement of this bill.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. ~ Discussion on the motion to
advance' ? Senator El mer, your light is on.

SENATOR EL MER: Thank you, M. Speaker and nenbers. | echo
Senator Hefner's comments.  Ag you all know,_ this bill sets up a
met hod whereby there is froma 1/10th to a 3/10ths of gne cent

per gallon gasoline tax that would be used to fund the
iabil "ities that maybe incurred. This is to be paid by all

users of fuels in Nebraska, all users. This bill does fill a
very public need for all our citizens in the gstate. We have
many of these tanks that are orphans. people have no idea where
they canme from who had owned themin the past, that are causing
probl ens. That is a public responsibility. second. we have a
public need to protect the environnent from all ofC tﬁese types
of situations. T hirdly, we need to be able g maintain
essential services in our small y(yral communities that would

|lose them otherw se because of the iiabilities and the neeél to
meet those liabilities and to prove that these people .an meet
the liabilities that our federal government has requi reg.

bill addresses those needs for all of the citizens of the state,

and | urge the advancerment of this bill to Final Reading.
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