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should not vote against justice and equity. I suppose we do i t
from occasion, but we had not ought to knowingly do it. I t j u s t
makes absolutely no sense to me. You know, if you want to delay
it all, delay it for these people, too, that's fine. A ll t he y
did was comply with the law that this body passed, n othing mor e .
And the one example I know, they absolutely didn't have t o put
in tanks. They weren't leaking. They were trying to...they
were looking ahead, had some capital on hand so they went in and
replaced the tanks, and the next thing you k new, a n d t hey ' v e
spent sev e r a l t hou s a nd dollars to date fo r which I ' m n o t
suggesting they should be reimbursed, but I den't know how much
more they will have to spend. They don' t kn o w how much more .
They are being asked to spend $80,000 for additional test holes
to monitor with. Th ey' ve already put in. . . I f o r g o t , sev e n o r
eight, I think, or ten, several. I went down and I saw them and
they could dip out some gas out of some of them, not ou t of
others. The point is,and Senator Lamb is absolutely right, if
we do nothing, there will be many, many locations in which fuel
will not be available. There is no way that a small operator
c an pay what t h e y ar e b e i n g expected t o p ay i n b onds a n d
function. The y will close. And it is a serious problem. But
you' re going to be closing a few possibly ' of some of these
people who did nothing more than are caught between two dates.
Now we do this for a whole lot of things. How many retirement
bi l l s hav e we pa s sed because some people were caught in a date
inadvertently; I can think of three or four over the years. I
can r e member o n e I introduced there was o nly one teacher
involved, my second grade teacher. But she was inadvertently
caught and i t was obviously an injustice and we enacted it.
This is obviously an injustice. Yeah, it may cost more, but
t here i sn ' t a sou l i n he r e c a n t e l l me w ha t t hi s b i l l i s go i ng
to cost prospectively either, n ot on e o f yo u c a n . An d I don' t
know i f you ' re ad d i n g a h a l f a mi l l i on d o l l a r s or $5 mi l l i on t o
the cost, but I have a suspicion that as a percent of the t ota l
cost it's going to be very small and I don't even see where that
is an issue. Once in a while we ought to do what'sr igh t a n d
just, just as Senator Lamb said the amendment is. We ought t o
d o i t a l l t he t i me , we all try to do it all the time, but when
we know, when we know it's an injustice, I see no reason not to
adopt the amendment. Oh, by the way, I said some kind remarks
about the Governor yesterday, which I m e ant , a n d I sa i d t h at we
disagree from time to time. This may be one of those times that
we have disagreed from time to time, Senator Lamb.
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