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It is bad. And I'm not going to repeat all of the arguments
that have been given against this bill, but you have to consider
that it is a political bill making only a political statement
not giving any substantial property relief and being grossly
unfair to those who contributed to the surplus. Now we are
engaging i n a b a r e k n u c k l e p o l i t i ca l a ct i on b y s u s p end in g t h e
rules at this time to vote the bill. All that we have here is a
campaign issue that's going to be used in the future. That ' s
all that the bill is. That' s t h e o n l y p ur p o s e i t can ser v e .
But wer e I someb o d y ' s opponent, I would say now this is what
they' re going to boast about h av i n g g i ve n yo u and call i t
property tax relief. That's the best they can do. I t ' s l i k e
that lot...the mountain that rumbles and shakes the ear t h and
gives birth to a mouse, much ado about nothing. The reason I am
so opposed to i t is because it is unjust and establishes the
principle that this Legislature intends to be unjust to a l arge
body of tax players to placate a fewso that they will have a
political issue that they hope will advantage them when they run
for reelection. T h at's all this i s . The r e i s n o t enough
courage t o pu t in place a genuine property tax relief bill.
There is not the will. There i s n o t t he c ou r ag e . This i s an
act of cowardice to pass this bill. Y ou shoul d g o a h ea d a n d
make the shift that you' ve been talking about all the t ime an d
put the burden on the income tax and the sales tax. I'm opposed
to that, but at lea st there wou l d be a grea te r deg r e e o f
honesty. There would be an appearance of dignity i n wh a t t h e
L egis l a t u r e d oes be cau s e it is honestly and straightforwardly
making the shift and on a scale large enough to gi ve what i s
being promised. If we were the ones to be benefitted by a bill
such as this and we feel that we' re under a crushing (inaudible)
d ebt and s omebody say s , I 'm go ing to relieve that debt, I 'm
going to give you a hundred dollars, you spit in their face.
You say, I don't want it. You' re not going to get the position
of being able to elevate yourself by pretending to help me and
you haven' t h e l p e d me one whit. This is not p r o pe r t y t ax
r el i e f . You a l l know it. Yo u all know it better than I do
because you' ve talked about it longer. You' ve po s t u r e d o ve r i t
longer, and this is all that you can come up with. There i s n ow
a pride of au thorship w hich I c a n u n d e r s t a n d . The more time
that goes into trying to const ruct or p r odu ct anythi ng , t h e
greater p ersonal in volvement there is and the m ore the
i ndi v i d u a l ' s ego b ecom e s involved an d associated and
intermingled with that project. So now this monstrosity must be
pre -erved at all costs. But who can boast about what has been
done other than the ability to put together a c ollection of
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