Nay 17, 1989 LB 84

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. | ama little
bit concerned in that there has been no discussion on the other
side. | think I will not recognize that at the moment. Senator
Rod Johnson, | appreciate it though. Thank you. Is there
anybody that would care to speak on the other side of the issue?
Senat or Chanbers, |' Il recogni ze you.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman, | have said over and over that
' mopposed to the bill, but I listened 4, what Senator Lamb
said and |I' veread his article that he put in the paper and it' s
at times...it's at atime like this that | re<|ly appreciate the
statement that ignorance is bliss. |t's too bad when you learn
howto read and that youdo read, and it's especially burdensome
if you read history. A | ot of people talk about property that
they have and what a burden it is to pay the taxes, and!|' ve
never brought this up to any degree gon this floor, but when this
government was stealing land from I ndians after they pronised by
treaty to |eave themsecure in the land that a5 theirs, they
were giving it to white people when we couldn’ t, own property:
Peopl e of my conpl exi on were owned as property and could not own
it. So a |ot of people now have jnpherited that property and
talk as though they came by it honestly, that their fam ly

worked so hard and that from nothing they pyilt something. It
started in theft and the thieves are caught with the goods and
they don't want to pay. If these people who were given this

land have so nuch trouble holding it now, you know that they
woul dn't have had the wherewi thal, or the ingenuity to acquired
it in the first place. It was given to them The government
said, you go out there and stake this land out and ¢t g your s.
You can have it. You don't have to pay a penny for it. They
pass homestead bills, laws, for you all. And now listen to
this, and | read in Senator Lamb's gartjcle where he tal ks about
i ncome taxes are not paid unless you make 4 profit. But we all
know from the articles wehave read that some of the | ar gest
revenue  generators, bot h ricultural and commer ci al ,
corporations mani pul ate the tax aws gg not only do they not pay
any income tax, they showa |oss. So the bi g people can
meni pul ate the tax laws and what would be profit for = pyself or
somebody in here is not profit at all, sothey don't pay any
income tax. Senator Lamb is right when he says sal es taxes re
paid only after a conscious decision has been nade to purcﬁase
an item That's true. A mother purchases gshoes for her.
children. A bassinet for a baby. They decide that they' re
going to pay the gas bill so they can have heat. They're going
to pay the water bill so they can bathe and cook. They' re going
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