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not co r r e c t t h ose . It is not some magic elixir t hat i s a
cure-all for that problem, but it is a two aspirin solution for
a two asp i r i n h e a d ache . It does correct that situation t h i s
year. It does not correct it in the long run, but I think that
it sends the message and it sends the dollars that back that
message u p t h at we need to address this issue of property tax
and our over-reliance on it. T hat' s my r e a s on f or sup p o r t i ng
the bill. There have been a number of bills that have been in.
This has emerged as the one that the body has adopted. I t ' s n o t
Senator Lamb' s, it's n ot Sen a t o r Noo r e ' s , i t ' s n ot Se n a t o r
Chizek's, and i t cl early is not my idea, but it is the body's
and it is the Legislature's proposal and one that the G ov e r n o r
has embraced that we can jointly give to the people of the s ta t e
t hat lets them se e that we a r e wo r ki ng on the problem of
o ver- r e l i a n c e on p r o p e r ty t axes f o r f undin g o f l o ca l
governments. And i t's going to take a lot more than LB 611 to
cure that problem. It's going to take a lot of hard work on the
part of this body, the Executive Branch, the local branches of
government to correct that situation in the long run. T his d o e s
not solve the p roblem. This helps and we must do this and I
think we need to do it now. We need to make this our first and
our foremost priority. We need to suspend the rules when that
motion comes up, and we need to address the s i t u a t i o n t on i gh t .
We need to take it off the table. We need to tell the people of
the state that this is our offering, if you will, to them that
we are going to address that problem. It's going to be a l on g ,
difficult procedure. It won't happen overnight, but it is the
first step to that end. If we choose to adopt Senator W arner ' s
amendment, we, I think, send a very mixed message that we' re
looking at it again but we' re only looking at it halfheartedly.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR HALL: I appreciate the choice that he offers to us, but
I would urge the body to reject that and to send a clear message
to the people through LB 84 as it sits on Final Reading that we
h ave j u st b egun to address that issue of the over-reliance on
property taxes and that we are taking that first s tep t h r ou g h
t he passage o f L B 8 4 , which I hope takes place tonight. I wou ld
urge you to rej ect Senator Warner' amendment to the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you , S e n a t o r R o d J o h n s on .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Like to call the question.
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