
May 17, 1 989 LB 84

g oing t o hav e a p p r o x i matel y 1 .3 b i l l i on do l l a rs i n o ur G e ner a l
Fund. I think we can talk to different people, probably talk to
49 different senators and get a difference of opinion as to how
we ended up with this large an amount of money in o u r Gene r a l
Fund. Now t h i s amount can be spent in a number, of different
ways and I think there are a pp r o p r i a t i on s in budget setting
process that we' ve had on the floor the last couple weeks. We
have thoroughly discussed the multitude of ways of spending the
additional revenue that is coming in this year. There' s a l s o
differing reasons probably why people a re suppor t i n g L B 8 4 . The
98 mi l l i on d o l l ar s t h at ar e g o i ng t o be p r o v i d ed b ack t o t h e
homeowner and farmers throughout this state through a homestead
exemption have different reasons for support among the body. Ny
belief was that, as a result of this large general funds that we
do have at this time this year, I came into the session hopeful
that we could return this money back to the taxpayer. I t wa s my
opinion that it didn't make any di ference a s to h o w t h o s e f u n d s
would be returned to the taxpayer. T hat co u l d b e t h r ou g h the
i ncome, sa l es , o r t h r ou g h pr op e r t y tax relief, which I hear
quite a bit about back in.. . when I ' m o u t t a l k i ng t o pe o p l e i n
t he d i s t r i c t . I t ' s my t h i n k i n g t ha t t h i s 98 mi l l i on do l l a r s i s
a one-time shot. I t ' s a on e - t i m e r ebate b ac k t o t he t axpayer .
There may be thi s money next year, but there probably will not
be that money this year, and unles s we k eep t ha t 98 mi l I i on
dollars as a solid, intact piece of legislation, that if we peel
o f f a po r t i on of i t , 30 - 4 0 m i l l i on do l l ar s , t h at m o ney w i l l be
.=pent. There is one thing that I am assured...that I f e e l
assured of, and I'm sure all of us do as well, that by the time
we adjourn or soon thereafter, by the time the Governor gets the
budget , w e w i l l h av e a b a l a n ce d b ud g e t . We wi l l hav e a
c onst i t ut i on a l l y b alanced bud g e t . The ques t i o n w i l l b e a s t o
how those funds will be spent in order to balance t ha t budg e t ,
and I fee l that that 98 million dollars should b e r e t u r n e d t o
the taxpayer and I believe that that money should be r etu r ned t o
the homeowner to return the homeowner some propert y t ax r e l i e f
this year. It's a sizableamount. It could be more. I t c o u l d
h ave b e e n 200 mi l l i on , But, unfortunately, political.
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politically, it c ould not be done because of thes pending t h a t
w e' ve been i n v o l v e d with. Nine ty-eight mil l i o n do l l ar s i s
d oable and 98 mi l l i on dollars should be the amount that we
return to that taxpayer, n ot a p e nny l e s s .
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