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Under the bill that we are passing, that particular project
w ould st i l l b e re vi ew e d . We are not wiping out that review
process. I think that is the mistaken notion that we' re putting
across here, that we' re wiping out certificate of need. We a r e
simply adjusting the thresholds of certificate of need to what I
consider to b e a much more reasonable level. I t h i n k w e h a v e
compromised in this bill. We' ve come down quite a bit fr om
where we first started with this bill and I think the votes were
there to .pass it at that level, but I didn't think some of those
fi gu res wer e r easo n a b le . I thought we needed to come down on
some of those and so we did come down on some of those. Most of
the projects that wil.' take place in the State of N e b r a s ka , a
good number of them wil l st i l l c om e u n de r t h e c er t i f i c at e o f
need process. We' re not totally wiping that out. H e als o ma d e
a statement that w e hav e sk y r o c k e t i n g h ealt h co s t s wh i ch I
absolutely agree with. Well one of the things that you have to
consider in that is I think the figures that I haves een, o n l y
39 percen t o f t ho se costs deal with hospi t a l s . Th e r e is
61 percent of the other costs that is skyrocketing also. I
would expect if were going to do something in that way t o t r y
and stop these skyrocketing costs, we' re going to have to bring
in some things that stop the cost of th e do ctors going up.
We' re g o i n g to have to do some of those kind of things a lso i f
we' re going to totally put the brakes on health care co st s as
they rise up. So I think the certificate of need process under
LB 429 i s a go o d b i l l . I t h i n k we ' v e wor k e d out some go od
t h ings . I t h i n k i t i s ve r y r ea so n a b l e l eg i s l a t i on . I t h i n k i t
i s much more r e a l i st i c i n t he n i ne t i es , go i ng i n t o t h e n i n e t i e s ,
we' re going to have a much more realistic certificate o f nee d
process that more adequately reflects what the costs a re i n
health care in the State of Nebraska. So wi t h t h at , I wou l d
urge the defeat of this amendment and then we can goahead and
r ead th e b i l l -hand pass th e b i l l t on i g ht . T hank you v e r y mu ch .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k you . S enator S c h e l l p e p e r .

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: I ' l l ca l l t h e q ue st i on .

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. Do I see f i v e
h ands? I do . Sha l l d ebate c l os e ? A l l i n f avo r v ot e aye,o pposed nay . Re c o rd , p l e a s e .

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: D ebate does c e a s e . Senator Wesely, would you
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