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this legislation. To show the sort of things that can be done
under this legislation, I did pass out for you the medical
center stories, an editorial from just the last few days . We
saw there that after we approved the medical center project,
that the medical center did cut its costs by finding money in
this cash reserves and p utting it into the financing of its
program, of its project which will save the financing cost s of
the project $7.9 million. That ' s n o t b ad , saving $ 7 . 9 m i l l i on .
And it's funny because if you look at it, you' ll also , ag a i n ,
looking back over the years, found in 1986 the medical center
wanted a geriatric facility. They wanted t o s p end $ 11 mi l l i on .
They found that they weren't going to succeed in the CON review
a nd they c ame ba c k and cut that to a $1 million project,
$10 million savings. We' ve got to get a handle on this problem,
and frankly, it's no different than trying to get a handle on
the budget which we' ve just gone through t oday a n d ye st e rd a y .
Saying n o i s t ough . It's one of the hardest things anybody can
do. The Appropriations Committee tries to do it for us in t h i s
L egis l a t u r e and we ' v e seen that that has not been easy to do.
Saying no to projects is just as difficult for health care, but
j us t l i k e ou t bud g et i s limited in its resources, s o i s o u r
r esource b as e f o r h ea l t h ca r e . We cannot continue to spend
everyth i n g we wou l d like to spend on health care c osts , j u s t
like we can't spend everything we'd like to spend of the budget.
So somebody has go t t o say no and, unfortunately, we' re g o i n g t o
cpen up too much, I think, under t h i s b i l l , t h e ab i l i t y t o move
forward without somebody having a r eview and a c h a nce t o say no.
A nd any t i me you d o sa y n o , which t h e CON process does , somebody
I s n ot go i ng t o l i ke i t . T here ar e many Bergan Nerc y ' s o u t
there that have been told no that come back and t r y and f i nd
another way t o ge t their goals and it's just as we' ve gone
through in the budget, you s ay no on c e and t hey t r y an o t he r
approach and another day and another time until they finally get
their goals and unfortunately, eventually, they seem to succeed.
So saying no is something that is hard for this Legislature and
this state but we' ve got to learn to say no or we' ll never get a
handle on the health care cost issue. We ' ll never be able t o
b rin g t o g r i p s the sort of tripling of costs that we' ve seen
just in one area. We' re also s eeing i n M e d i c a i d and i n ot he r
programs a t otal cost increase of over $100 million over the
next two years. As we' ve fought and struggled for $98 million
in property tax relief, if somehow, some way we could match it,
we'd wipe out the health care cost increases we' re facing, we' d
be able to d o two years of property tax relief, n ot j u s t on e .
We'd be able to do a lot of the other things we' re t al k i ng
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