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that I want to emphasize is that this amendment makes this whole
bill sound like that is what this bill is totally about, is a
battle between Bergan and St. Joe' s and it simply is not. This
bill came to me from a number of health care a ssocia t i o n s a n d
we' ve worked out a number of compromises a s y ou r e al i z e we ' v e
compromised here on the floor a number of times in dealing with
the thresholds in the CON process and I think we' ve got a b i l l
that is in v ery, very good shape here. I think that what we
have to realize here is that the thing where we do n ot p r ov i d e
that op e n - h e ar t su r g e r y has to be reviewed .no matter what not
only applies to the Bergan and the St. Joe case, it appl ie s t o
all hospitals in the State of Nebraska. It is going to apply to
all of them now. But we' re not going to see any of them being
able to qualify without going through the C ON pr o c es s bec a u s e
the thresholds are low enough that if they have to invest in all
of the equipment and all of the o p erating room and things
necessary to do it, they are going to have to go through the CON
process, the thresholds will catch those people. So we' re . . .and
all of the hospitals in the State of Nebraska, as fa r a s I kn ow,
are =n support of this bill except for St. J o e ' s on t h i s one
i ssue i n 4 29 . I t h i nk wi t h t ha t I ' l l j u s t s t o p . As Senato r
I.abedz has s a i d , an d so h a s Sena t o r Li n d sa y , t hat we h av e
debated this one ti me on Select File. We' ve looked at the
issue. I think we should get to a vote as quickly as p ossible
and see whether the votes are there. If they' re not there, then
I would hope that we would go ahead and read the bill tonight.
T hank you , Mr . S p e ak e r .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Se nator Schmit. Senator Schmit
w aives . Sen a t o r L a n g f o r d .

SENATOR LANGFORD: Call the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. Five h a nd s I do
s ee. Sh a l l deb a t e ce a s e ? Those i n f av o r v o t e aye , opposed nay .
Record, p l ea s e .

ASSISTANT CL E RK:
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

S PEAKER BARRETT: D e b at e d o e s c e a s e . S enator Moor e .

SENATOR MOORE: Mr. Speaker and members, l i k e . . . y o u a l l heard
all the arguments before. Now I'm not like Senator Lindsay
where obviously I have a vested interest in my district nor am I
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