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We' re going to be sending themout of state. Finally , and |
think most i mportantly, and | think this is the argument that
should carry nore weight than any and that is we're talking
about lives. V' retalking about mortality rates. We're
tal king about as the nunber of open-heart gyrgeries decreases,
and all sides agree, the number of open-heart surgeries at
St. Joe's will decrease and that is not the issue. The issue
is, what is the effect of that and the effect of that and |

think it's very clear the effect is an increase in prali ties.
I think passed here out on the roor,oh‘ within the | ast week
was a letter froma Dr. Bellotti, | pelie who indicated t

while we agree the samesurgeons wil | most likely be doing t%

open-heart surgeries, he indicates that a surgeon al one does not
make an open-heart surgery successful or unsuccessful. It's a
team of surgeons that does it, and as he states, a team does not
transfer with the surgeon from hospital to hospital. The team
consists of heart-lung nmachine pump technicians, circul ating
nurses, operating room scrub nurses, intensive care technicians
and nurses, nurse anesthetists gnd anest hesi ol ogi sts. we' re
tal ki ng about a good nunber of people who all contribute to the
success of those open-heart surgeries. gest to oy t hat
this is not something that we want to tlnker aground make
one hospital or another a full-service hospital or vvhatever t he
arguments may be. We are dealing with g very serious issue,
more serious than the $36 million we just talked about for two
or three hours, nore serious than the ‘ggles tax exemption e
spent a coupl e hours on this afternoon We' re tal king about
people's lives and | think it's something that we have 4 {gke
very seriously here in nmaking our decisions. | think to turn it
around and | ook at the issue, the argunments in favor of it, |
think there's a couple of them one is Bergan Mercy would be a
full-service hospital and people wouldn't have to transfer. |
don't think there has been any showing that zt is going to cause

a decrease in mortality by, because people don't pave to

transfer, and | think the opposite of that actually has been
shown. Moreimportantly, I think, or the second argument
should say, is that it's just not fajr because Archbishop

Bergan Mercy Hospital was not grandfathered into the open-heart

surgery the way the other hospitals were, gnd that's true. When
Bergan Mercy.. .BerganMercy was not in at thetime and they
couldn't start in...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR LINDSAY: .without a CON. So | think that's clearly
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