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al l ow those devel opnents, those inprovenents that are needed
the conmunity. | think it has been shown that...it's been shown
to the CON conmmittee, to the appeal board, to the district court
once that there is no need. There is no need for an additional
open-heart surgery unit in Omha. There were, in | believe ip
1980...ei ther '87 or '88, there were 1,174 open-heart surgeries.
Omha has a capacity to do 2,250. W' re barely over half our
capacity and we think it s irrportant that we add another
open-heart  surgery unit. | don'tthink it makes any sense.
That is not going to help anyone as far as health care costs or
as far as, as |' Il talk about a little bit later, health care
guality. | thlnk if that's not the goal of vvhat we' retrylng to
I'mnot sure what the goal is. he, to repeat,

has the hi ghest nunber of open-heart surge y unlts per capifa o?
the top, I think it was 20 cities that were studied, 4 cities
of conparable size, we'renot evenclose. W' ve got five of
themin Oraha, we don't need that many even. s cert ai nly don' t
need one more. As far as costs, | don't thirk we' re going to
save costs, | think it's going to actually harm at [east
St. Joe's. | think that's pretty clear and | think jt' g going
to harm it in a couple of ways. F irst of all,| think by
Bergan Nercy's estimates it is going to take away 142’ cases per
year from St. Joe's, 142 cases is what St. Joe's \j| lose. It
Is going to result in a loss of revenue, gpyi ously, to St. Joe's
in the mil li ons of dollars, but moreimportantly ~ ywe' ve got to
I ook at what that loss is going to do. First of all, sure, it' s
going to cost themon the cost side, oron the revenue 5|de and
I don't think | need to go into that, but what | should go |nto
isthat it is going to impair the teaching agpjlit

St. Joe's Hospital, one of the two teaching hosplyals |n the
City of Omaha. I think it' i mportant to note that the
University of Nebraska.  jet me back up, one of the two teaching
hospitals in the State of Nebraska, [ believe, ,5far as those
that have the university right there. The University of
Nebraska Nedical Center only does 6 gercent of the open-heart
surgeries in Omha. They don' t have a big program When...the
universit y sends a lot of their students to St. Joe's to | earn

these procedures, to get their training, usin Jo
Hospi tal . Addltlonallygand obvi ously, St. Jge uses |t for ets

teaching facilities. Whatis a possibility in the event that
that drastic number of |oss of open-heart surgery opportunities,
what is certainly a possibility js a...it could trigger an
accreditation review, and jf accreditation falls short ecause
of the nunbers, we' re not going to have a teaching ospi ;
o these

the state that can teach our nedical students howt

6962



