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expertise, we are going to get input from the outside, but we
are going to use our expertise, our va l u es , a n d we a r e g o i n g t o
make some tough decisions. That has fallen apart in t he l a st
week and it was just thrown totally out the window this morning
when we, and admittedly I am one of them and I feel as badly, I
guess, about that fact that I made a dishonest vote this morning
to put this money into the budget when I knew it wasn't there, I
knew it wasn't there, we threw that out the window, and we have
saic' it is politics as usual. If you get the phone calls f rom
home, if you get the people coming down, you ran do a rally out
in the Rotunda and out on the steps, and say g i v e u s t h e money,
then we g ive i t to them even though we know it is not there,
that we will get away with t hat . I t i s no t t he w a y t o
legislate. It is not the proper procedures to follow,and I
would urge you not to let it happen. What this amendment does,
basically, doesn't quite strip all of the Kristensen amendment
but it strips most of it. It takes out $17 million of the
$18 million that has been appropriated, and I woul d u r g e yo u t o
vote in favor of it. If Senator Bernard-Stevens would l i k e t o
use a moment or two, I would be happy to let him use it.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r B r n ar d - S t e v e n s .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Mr. President and members
of the body. It has been quite a learning experience. This i s
my second year here and you learn something different each time.
And, o f c ou r se , e ach session has a di fferent flavor and a
different tone, and things happen differently, but o ne o f t h e
things that I have p icked up this year, particularly from my
conservative Republican friends, is a new definition of fiscal
c onserva t i v e s . You kn ow, and I g u e s s t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f f i sc a l
conservative is that we are go ing to take ga mbles, spend
36 million we don't have, and we are going to take a gamble that
maybe o n an ot h e r b i l l t h at we d o n ' t l i ke w e w i l l t r y t o g et i t
over there when there is no guarantees of that. Prett y r i sk y ,
my conservative friends, pretty risky, a nd I m i g h t a l so a d d , i t
is not very responsible and it is not true to a philosophy that

have been hammered at for being not very loyal to. But I am
learning. The body is a conservative body, I h a v e b een t o l d ,
and yet this morning we did a couple of things. W e said we a r e
not going to put 40 million away because we need that, a nd t he n
we are going to tu rn around and come right back and the same
body is going to say but we c an g o ahe a d and spen d another
36 mi l l i o n t h a t w e d o n ' t kn o w where i t i s go i ng t o b e . We think
we might be able to find another way, m aybe, bu t w e h a v en ' t b e e n
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