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breaker. You know, I learned. as the father of 10 chi l d r e n n o t
to promise my children something that I couldn't deliver on.
Never promise you' re going to take them to the c ounty fai r
unless you want to deliver it. We have gotten ourselves into a
bind. We have chosen, because it i s po l i t i c al l y popu l a r , to
speak about property tax relief, to promise the people property
tax relief and so each of us have tried to outdo the other in an
attempt to deliver property tax relief, to the extent t hat t he
people actually thought maybe w e we r e go i ng t o g et so me
substantive property tax relief. I p roposed a b i l l be f or e the
Revenue Committee which would have provided 2 percent sales tax,
hopefully, to have gone back to the schools so that there would
have been substantive property tax relief in the area where i t
is most noticeable. Instead of that, we have gone t h r o ugh one
exercise after another and now we are arguing about whether or
n ot we c an a f f o rd 1 8 m il l i on . The bill that Senator Lynch is
very close to, LB 89, is a bill which in the present f orm d o e s
not provide much compensation for my legislative district but I
have generally 'not opposed it and I will probably suppor t i t .
But LB...or the 18 million we talk about here does provide some
small amount of support for the district which I represent. I
have said many times that LB 84 contains a $20 million free gift
from the federal government. There is an amendment which
Senator Hall discussed and which the proponents of the b i l l
discussed which they did not choose at this time to make a part
of the bill but I have added it to the. ..I have added it to an
amendment to LB 84 and it needs to be cut in half, it needs to
be a 10 percent instead of a 20 percent amendment but that's so
someone else can whittle at it. You can take $75 million back
under that proposal and save the 18 million for aid t o s c h o o l s
r igh t h er e . Bu t , no, we choose not to follow that path. Now
it's easy for us to become incensed and indigent a nd r i g ht e o u s
on this floor but each of us has an equal right to be indigent,
each of us has an equal right to express our own point of v i ew
and a rg u e f or ou r own position. S enator Hefner has put his
finger on it. We have increased the budget and t h at i s ou r
p rimary con c e r n f or state purposes many times in the last few
years since we have increased the budget for state aid. We have
not accepted our responsibility insofar as providing state funds
to local schools. We are far short of that. Not un t i l we b i t e
the bullet and provide several h u n d r eds o f mi l l i on s o f do l l ar s
and then those of you who are better at it than I am can f igu r e
out how you control it but not until you do that will you have
the two things you need most, substantive property tax relief
and substantive aid to schools. The rest of this is all just
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