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support its advancement.

SENATOR R. JO HNSON: Nr. President and members, I guess no one
can accuse me of being a fiscal conservative this year because I
have voted for practically all of the amendments. H owever .' .e n
I, as spending happy as I have been this year, have re co ;. ; . ced
that the time comes t o say no and I did not support the
Kristensen amendment when it was offered this morning and I have
equally voted to take that $18 million out of t he bu d g e t . I
would like to do w hat t he scho o l s would like us to do and
provide them the funds but in order to do that I think it's very
evident t h a t s o meth ing e l s e w i l l ha v e t o g i v e . At this late
date in the session, it appears very unlikely that we' ll go back
in and strike $18 million. So I think I am planning on voting
against t h e a d v ancement o f t h e b i l l , p r i m a r il y because I j u s t
feel that reality tells us we can't spend the money. I t ' s j u st
not there. We have spent it all, at least a f airly .healthy
share, and I h ave helped contribute to that. I w i l l be t he
first to admit that, because some of those proposals I voted on
I h a v e supp o r t e d because I like those programs. But the time
has come even for me to say no more. I was talking with Fr ed
Knapp at lunch today and he asked me,w ho is g o i n g t o b e . . . w h o
is going to end up getting blamed for the spending that' s going
on in this Legislature? Is i t go i n g t o b e t h e L e g is l a t u r 'e or i s
i t going to b e the Governor when these item line vetoes come
d own? An d I sa i d , well, it depends on one's perspective b ut I
assume that the Legislature will have to assume a fairly healthy
share of the blame for the decisions that we have made because
we' re the ones putting them in the budget. A nd I wo ul d su gg e s t
that all o f us take a moment and consider the reality of the
situation and the fact is $18 mi l l i on wi l l no t fit in t h is
budget unless you want to take something else out and it doesn' t
appear that we want to do that either. So, at this particular
point, until the 18 million is taken out of this bill, I ca n ' t

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Schmit, would you ca r e t o
discuss the advancement? F ollowed by S ena t o r s Abboud, Withem

SENATOR SCHNIT: Senator C h ambers ex p r e s ses his l o ve f or
children frequently on this floor and he demonstrates h is l ove
for his colleagues because he frequently treats us like children
a nd w e f r equ e n t l y invite that kind of treatment by the way we
act and react on this floor. I'm always amazed at how w e c an
s perd t h e b i l l i on s o f d ol l a r s a n d t h e n 1 8 m i l l i on i s t he bu d g e t

a nd Ashfo r d .
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