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opposition to Senator Warner's amendment because it clearly is
not an issue of equity. The issue here...if there was equity
across the board, traditionally there would never have b ee n a
question with regard to what was taxable and what was not. What
has happened is that the Department of Revenue, through an
administrative interpretation of the statutes, have said that in
order to allow for this exemption there has to be so mething
other...something other than just admissions on a daily basis to
whatever the attraction might be. No one has ever disputed
that. No one has ever argued that. No one has ev er sa i d that
there is any problem with that. Across t h e b o a rd , u p a n d d o wn
t he l i n e , e v e r y one ag rees , concurs on that. The difference lies
and the equity disappears when you talk about purchasing
membership in an organization that allows you more than the flat
admissions to an attraction, s omething o ve r a n d a b ove , something
over and above to the extent of the right at attendance at an
annual meeting, the right to vote on rules and regulations, the
right to vote on m otions with regard to the issues that are
presented by the Board of Directors. There i s a cl ea r and
distinct difference. It is not equity at all. E quity d o e s
not...we treat everybody who walks in the door and pays on a day
to day basis equally. And what we are sa y i n g he r e , t h r ou g h the
adoption of Senator Lindsay's amendment, is that everyone who
becomes a member of this organization, who becomes a member of
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, who becomes a member of the
Shrine, who becomes a member of w h a t e v er , t ho se a r e t reat ed
separately and distinctly different than basically user's fee.
They have an interest and an interest in that organization over
and above just viewing it on a daily basis. There are a n u mber
of i n d i v i d u a l s , j ust like Senator Weihing pointed out wi t h
regard to the museum out in Gering in the Scottsbluff area that
do not h ave any p e r . . .on a daily basis, a fee to enter. B ut ye t
they belong to that organization and they have been tax e x e mpt
because they support that organization. And th er e a r e a nu mber
of i nd i v i d ua l s wh o su pp o r t the zoo, for e xample, through
purchase of a membership on an annual basis and they h av e v o t i ng
rights with regard to the Board of Directors. But t hey d on ' t
even attend it. They don't go. They don' t u se i t but t he y
support that organization and t h e y ge t t hose r ight s and
privileges that go along with that. Those who cho o s e no t to
have those rights and privileges use it on a daily basis,
basically visitors, folks who travel in and out of the s tate a n d
visit the zoo w hich i s , y ou kno w , one o f t he b i g ge s t
attractions, if not the biggest attraction in the s tate , o n a
transit basis, pay a tax. It happens every p l ace e lse . We
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