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opposition to Senator Warner's anendnent because it clearly is
not an issue of equity. The issue here...if there was equity
across the board, traditionally there would never paye bpeen a
question with regard to what was taxable and what was not. \What
has happened is that the pepartnent of Revenue, through an
adm nistrative interpretation of the statutes, have said that in
order to allow for this exenption there has to be something
other...sonmething other than just adm ssions on a daily basis to
whatever the attraction night be. No one has ever disputed
that. No one has ever argued t hat. No one has ever said that

there is any problemwth that. Across the board, up and down
the line, everyoneagrees, concurs on that. The difference lies
and the equity disappears when you talk about purchasing
nmenbership in an organization that allows you nore than the flat

admi ssions to an attraction, something over and above, somethin

over and above tothe extent of the right at attendance at %n
annual neeting, the right to vote on rules and regul ati ons, the

right to vote on motions wth regard to the issues that are

presented by the Board of Directors. There is a clear and
di stinct difference. It is not equity at all. Equity dqes
not...we treat everybody who wal ks in the door and pays on a 8ay

to day basis equally. Andwhatwe are saying here, through tphe
adoption of Senator Lindsay's amendment, is that everyone who
becomes a nmenber of this organization, who becones a member of
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, who becomes a nenber of the

Shri ne, who becon’es_ a .n'enber of Whatever7 those are tre%ted
separately and distinctly different than basicallyuser's Tee.

They have an interest and an interest in that organization ey

and above just viewing it on a daily basis. There are anumber
of individuals, just |ike Senator Wei hi n% POi nted out wjth
regard to the nuseumoutin Gering in the Scottsbluff area that

donot have anyper...on a daily basis, a fee to enter. gyt yet

they belong to that organization and they have been 54 exempt
because they support that organization. Anpdthere are a number
of individuals who support the zoo, for example, through

purchase of a nembership on an annual basis and they have voting
rights with regard to the Board of Directors. But they don't
even attend it. They don't go. They don't use it but they
su_ppprt t hat or gani Zat_l on and they get those rights and
pr|V|Ieges t hat go al ong with that. Those who choose not to
have those rights and privileges yse jt on a daily basis,
basically visitors, folks who travel in and out of the state and
visit the zoo which is, you know, one of the biggest
attractions, if not the biggest attraction in the state, on a
transit basis, pay a tax. It happens every place else. Ve
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