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the decisions. That's what |'mafraid of and | think that we' re

not being very responsible in letting that happen. | still
don't know how I'"'m going to vote on this bill. Thank you.

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recogni ses Senator Baack,
Senator Wthem and Abboud. followed by

SENATOR BAACK: Mr . Chairman and col |l eagues, | rise with nixed

enotions on this anmendnent. I've always been a supporter of
state aid to education in the past, but |I could certainly nake a
| ot of go' od arguments why you shouldn't vote for this. | .gulg

do it very easily. There"s a lot of conpelling

why we should not vote for increased state alr%astoonsedu%gti%%.
Sone of it is in the frustrations we experience in the Education
Committee and we sit there year after year and we g5y we want
nmore accountability to education. We want something for the
dollar . And in many cases the administrators, the school
boards, those Kkind " of people cone jn and oppose those kind of

things. They cone in and oppose testing. They camein andwere
very, very reluctant to support choice which I"think is 5 gie

in the right direction towards providing the kind of quality an

the kind of accountabilitythat we need in schools. | think

that Senator Chanbers is exactly right. wWe spent an awful | ot

of time on this floor and when we di scuss educati on we di scuss
noney, but we don't discuss quality and just throwing money at

it is not going to do it. That's not going to solve the praoblem

out there. V' ve got to do a |l ot of other things, policy
changes; we' ve got to have sonme other things in place. “Throwing
money at it is not going to solve the problem | ihink that's

the nmistake that we made in the state a number of years ago when
we started with state aid. W assuned that if we gave them nore

money we were going to get anore quality product. |'ymnot so
sure we get our noney's worth in many cases. |'mstill going to
support this. |' ve always supported state aid to education

I think it's vital that we do put the dollars into edu~ation to
gi ve them the opportunity to provide the quality, ut | also
think we need the qualityneasures out there to rTaEe sure tI!1at
they do it. We cannot just assume by giving themthe noney they
are going to do it because it hasn't happened in (he past and
unless we make the policy choices, unless we provide the
| eadership that points towards quality education, snd| think we

can do that. When we vote on choice, | think we
That points in that direction and we are the b88§‘ t%gt %Q%tt'o
provide that kind of |eadership. |If we' re going to sit back and

wait for the adm nistrators and the school boards and those kind
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