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found that there was about 150 beds in various counties that is
not being utilized but I know they said they needed about 450
beds or something. Could you respond real quick?

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Well, if you look at t hat s tudy t hat I
referred to earlier, Senator Nelson, that came out of our own
Research Department, even if you. ..if you put this off, you' re
still way above capacity. And so the contention there that
somehow you can delay this, t o me, does not s eem to be a
reasonable alternative and if you want to see the material, I
don't know if you' ve seen that or n o t, i t ' s ov e r her e , but
essentially we' re talking about maybe a di ff erence between
150 percent capacity to 120 percent capacity and c learl y bot h ,
even if you take both alternatives together at this point,
diversion and additional facilities, it still doesn't completely
solve the problem. We' re still going to have a lot of work t o
do.

SENATOR NELSON: I realize that. I think it was about three or
f our hundred beds yet s h o r t , s ee, but t h a t w a s a c o n cern . With
that, I probably will be supporting the Chambers amendment and I
know it's a serious problem. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a tor Chambers.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
I would like to ask Senator Crosby if there is a nything you
would like to put to me to get me to answer more precisely what
you may have been asking?

S ENATOR CROSBY: N o . No, thank you very much. You covered i t .

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: Tha n k y o u . Nembers of th e Le gislature,
Senator L indsay was just a sking me ab out t h e d epth an d
comprehensiveness of the studies that had been done, both by the
legislative staff, I me ant Research, and t he one t hat I
mentioned that came from the Department of Corrections. Neither
of them had t he depth or the breadth that astudy should have
before we embark on a construction program t hat wi l l c os t
millions of dollars and which even if done will not touch the
problem of overcrowding. I would envi s ion a s t ud y o f t he k i n d
that I touc hed on be fore tha t is en vi sioned by t he
Appropriations Committee, that in the same way we g o i nt o all
aspects of those issues that bear on t he problem and what
alternatives are available for solving it, we should bring that
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