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There's no help | can get fromthis Legislature of substance. p
serious problem and wesaywe'll havea study. \hat M chigan

and Illinois are sayi ng after the expenditure of mllions of
dol lars, far in excess of what we' re tal king abouthere, they

cannot build their way out of this problem They puilt all of
these prisons and it was a mistake toembark on that path
because it has no end. One of the persons in c¢orrecti ons said
they ought to refer to this country as the'United Prisons of

America" because they have more prisons in this untry, a
| arger prison population than any nation in the Worfg And if

yOU COU| dn‘t p0| nt to t hi ngs ||ke raci st sentenci ng, t hen yOU
mght say they just got nore criminals. Byt the very injustices
that put us in prison are used to create the gstatistics to show
why there's a justification to mstreat us in the way that we' re
mistreated. But | see this issue as going bpeyond just Bl ack
people who are sentenced in a way that | think i's unfair. | gee
it as bearing on howthis society views people who step beyond
the pale. I don't think that constructing these facilities will

mat t er because Senator Warner told you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SFNATOR CHANBERS: ...that when these are  pyilt you're
overcrowded then, o so howis that solving the problem ?xpn4if

you' re going to be overcrowded then, this building is ot .the
project is not |arge enough. Soeither build all of the prisons
you say you' re going to need to alleviate the overcrowdi ng or

stop pretending that that is addressing the problem | hope
that we will not put this nmoney jnto the budget. The
justification for an Adjustnment Center has not been de. or
what it's worth, and | know they' re all convicted crimnals, Eut

I get letters and calls fromnen who are out there |iving under
what we call these terrible conditions who don't want the

additional construction pecause that leads to a justification
and avoi ding dealing with the serious problens,

on| out
here t hat put people there, but the problens that exist yWithin
the institution.
S PEAKER BARRETT: Time. Senator Crosby
SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker and menbers. It seems
to me when we went through this a couple of weeks ago, or maybe
it was just a week ago, | voted not to fund the prison, the ay
prison, but | have some questions, Senator Chanbers, that |
think you can answer. |' Il just ask you three or four and phenp
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