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There's no help I can get from this Legislature of substance. As erious p r ob l e m an d w e say we' l l h av e a s t u d y . What Michigan
and Illinois are saying after the expenditure of millions of
dollars, far in e xcess of what we' re talking about here, they
cannot build their way out of this problem. T hey built all of
these prisons and it was a mistake to embark on that path
because it has no end. One of the persons in correc t i o ns s ai d
they ought to r efer to this country as the"United Prisons of
America" b e cause t hey h ave more prisons in this c ountry , a
larger prison population than any nation in the world. And i f
you couldn't point to things like racist sentencing, t hen y ou
might say they just got more criminals. But the very injustices
that put us in prison are used to create the statistics to show
why there's a justification to mistreat us in the way that we' re
mistreated. But I see this issue as going b eyond j u st Bl ack
people who are sentenced in a way that I think is unfair. I see
it as bearing on how this society views people who step beyond
t he pa l e . I d on ' t t h i nk t hat con s t r u c t i n g t he s e f a ci l i t i es wi l l
matter because Senator Warner told you.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SFNATOR CHANBERS: . . . t ha t when t he se ar e buil t you ' r e
overcrowded then, o so how is that solving the problem'?And i f
you' re going to be overcrowded then, this building is n ot . . . t h e
project is not large enough. So ei t he r b u i l d al l o f t h e p r i son s
you say you' re going to need to alleviate the overcrowding or
stop pretending that that is addressing the problem. I h o p e
that we will not put this money into the budget . Th e
justification for an Adjustment Center has not been made. For
what it's worth, and I know they' re all convicted criminals, but
I get letters and calls from men who are out there living under
what we call these terrible conditions who d o n ' t wan t t h e
additional construction because that leads to a justification
and avoiding dealing with the serious problems, not on l y ou t
here that put people there, but the problems that exist within

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e . S enator C r o sby .

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker and members. I t see ms
to me when we went through this a couple of weeks ago, or maybe
it was just a week ago, I voted not to fund the prison, the new
p ri son , b ut I hav e some questions, Senator Chambers, that I
t hink y o u c a n a n swer . I' ll just ask you three or four and then

t he i n s t i t ut i on .
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