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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Korshoj.

SENATOR KORSHQJ: Mr. Speaker, | wish to give my time to Senator
Ernie.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Senator Korshoj. Mr. Chairman and
menbers of the Legislature, the problens that | have to contend
with constantly you all don't have to be bothered with, gqo you
can have a denonstrated exanple of racismand we' Il say, well

let's find some way to deal with it, but as nuch as |I' ve ea

about that in the 19 years that |' ve been here, the Legislature
has not been willing to do anything to really deal with those
probl ens. I'"ve brought it up to the Chief Justice when he was
before the Judiciary Comm ttee asking for the c(¢reation of the
appel | ate system nmaybe addi ng an additional judge and all those
issues, and he didn't wantto deal with it. | told him the
di sparate sentencing was established by a report that had been
conmi ssioned by the judges in this state,agnd the findi ngs are
here if any of you want to see it, I' Il showit to you. |  read
where the court system knows that Bl ack persons are punished
more severely throughout the state than non-Black gffenders.

They get longer sentences. It's the way, as | pointed out in
this set of handouts, we wind up with records. A Wiite woman
doing the same thing, Senator Scofield, doesn't get a record,
Senator Langford, and if you all don't know that Wite wonen use
drugs in QOraha then you don't know anything, but they don't get

arrested for it. There is no cop that stands on the street
corners in west Omha selling drugs to the women and tmen
arresting them But that happens in my conmunity and that's how
t hey do what they call fighting drug?s. They have small

children, so they're taken fromtheir children gnd it doesn't
mean a thing to a lot of people on this floor but it nmeans a | ot
tome, and | 'm going to tell you all something else. | had said
years ago on this floor, and | included one of the articles,
that these children are not going to remain children forever,
and other things that |' ve nentioned is that they see how their
adults are treated and nmistreated and they do develop a very
negative attitude toward the society. And. then, when the
chi ckens come home to roost and these people begin to [oact as
any desperate people who have beenpushedinto a corner and

allowed no way out will react, then people say, gsee there, see
what | told you about them But they don't |ook at the factors
that created that person. Butl live with it all the time.

6779



