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now 36 states under court order for overcrowding. Based on the
projections, we would be owr the 150 percent with no
construction, and that seens to be the figure wlre you can
anticipate something will happen. | deplorethe issue of race
as a base for length and type of sentence, s we all ought to
and I'm sure all do, and we need to do those things
that...within the judicial systemthat will correct that. ut

the final issue is that even if the construction is done, the
probl em does not go away. |t just reduces i hat percentage of

overcrowding based on current estimates to 134 percent. The
study is going to have to develop some alternatives or else

we' Il continue to construct facilities. | tnink we need these
two facilities: one, because of great deficiencies in the
building itself, and the other to help to relieve the

overcrowding; and then secondly, we need this because this is a
very mnimm it seens to me, that we need to be concerned for
housing and yet we will have to find other ways to help |[gjieve
the problemin the future other than just building nore prisons
at a later date.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: Just briefly, Nr. President and members, |

will not repeat the things that Senator Warner said. It s
obviously unnece..aryy. But | guess the one final point that |
want to make on this is, asl indicated earlier, | don't see an
alternative here ~t this point and then the reason |'m votin
to support this nowis not to build prisons today so nmuch as ,9{
isto avoid building moreof themin 1995. |t |ooks to me |ike
tne trends that are out there that we' re looking at that if we
don" t.. .if we don't do this today and al so | ook at the kinds f
al ternatives that Senator Chanmbers and others are proposing an8,
in addition to that, | can't niss a chance to put in a plug for
let's do some nore preventive work on the front end of kids that
are most likely to endup in a prison sjtuyation sone day, and |
think we can identify those kids and | think we can do a | ot
nore for themthan we' ve done to date. But for right now, it

seems to me againthere's no alternative to doing what we' re
doing now but | think if we take this study seriously, take ¢oyme

of these other preventive neasures seriously, | would hope t hat
whoever is here in1995 doesn't have tostand up and advocate
bui I ding nmore prisons. That, to me, is the nost positive thin
that | can proposeat this point to overall what isn't a ve

pl easant task for any of us to acconplish. Thank you.
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