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for release. So for this Legislature to feel that the only
reaction to these acknow edged jnequities is to build nore
prisons to continue perpetuating and encouraging the i nequity
makes it di fficult for ne to standhere and try to debate this
inawy that will not nmake ne seemirrational. | witnessed the
devastation that is done to people, that is done to a community,
when we can see by reading the newspapers the types of people
who are arrested, the charges brought, the sentences they
receive. And then, when wesee these people who know that
they' ve been sentenced unfairly go to er son because they don' t
have the docile attitude that some of the prison officials
themto have, then they get additional wite-ups and injustice
is added to injustice and people who went there thinking the
systemis rotten anyway see no value in it whatsoever. Andwhen
they come back out of those places that you want to build nore
of , you have created a worse problemthan when they went in.
I'm ~ one of t hose who willreceive a ot of calls and requests

for help fromthese people and their families. | talk to
various | aw enforcenent persons, the chief executive officers of
I aw enforcenent agencies. Talk to the head of the FBI None of
what |'m saying can they deny,none of it. |It's written right
there in the open and it's being said to us today that the )y
response by the Legislature is to build nore prisons. The
legislat ive report didn't say that that was the  only
alternative, and | think it is.. |1 think it is cynical to build
the prison and then have a study to see whether it was needed

and tell me that the study was conceived in sincerity and.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute,

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...reall y is aimedat trying to solve the
probl em That will not compute. And once the building
commences, it i snot going to stop. | knowthat. The rest of

you or most of you, after you vote to build more prisons, _can
wash your hands of the problens, but they inundate ne in ny
office. And some of the senators have yisited out there and
when t hey become known the same thing is going to happen to them
because they are desperate people. It is a stressful
environment anyway and when you have inconpetent people serving
as guards who can heap up these petty, vexatious, unfair
tt_‘eatr_r’ents or mISt.reatn'EntS, t hen you bui Id a vol atile
situation .~ And it plays jnto the hands of the prison
adm nistration to wite a |lot of people up, put a lot of themin
the hole and say the only answer is to build nore prisons.
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