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at a greater cost than we' re doing here. And so I think that' s
a serious concern. I t isn't anything pleasant to do. I don ' t
see an alternative at this point. Regardless of w h at w e do in
the short-term, there is st ill the opportunity to do some
positive things in the long run. A nd we , as Se na t o r Wa r n e r
mentioned, we have put asignificant recommendation in here to
do a study and look at the whole spectrum of crime from juvenile
crime on up to adult crime. I wish there were a dif ferent
alternative. I have looked for a different alternative. I wi sh
there were one t hat I could say let's do it and we can avoid
building these buildings and we can avoid the threat o f a
f edera l cou r t or d er o r the other thing to think about is a
prisoner lawsuit. I don't see an alternative. B elieve me, I ' v e
looked 'cause I don't want to vote for this either. But I u r g e
you to go ahead and reject the Chamber's amendment 'cause there
just isn't any other way to do this that I can see. T hank you .

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r C h ambers .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the L egis l a t u r e ,
Senator Warner asked the question, I' ll paraphrase it, whether
sentencing practices can be controlled through the control of
prison spa ce , and I say " yes " . Any time there is a problem of
s pace, j u d ges and p r o s ecu t o r s and ot he r s b ega n t o l o ok for
alternatives. T hey establish a different approach to the kinds
of cases that they prosecute, the charge is brought, and tha t t o
which a pe r s on i . . se n t e n ced. If you give a ju dge unlimited
space, jail is where the judge will send the person because it
requires no thought, nothing, no consideration of programs, no
consideration of how it will affect the individual. And Senato r
Scofield's acknowledgement t hat sh e s aw , d u r i n g a study i n t h e
seventies, racist patterns of sentencing will prevent me f r o m
having to read, as I was going to, from a study commissioned by
the district court judges where they found, a nd th i s w a s d on e b y
a group that does this kind of studying for courts out o f
V irginia, that there is an undeniable racial pattern in the
s entenc in g i n N e b r a s k a . Black pe r sons a r e more l i k e l y t o b e
incarcerated than White people similarly situated and they get a
longer sen t e nc e t h a n Whi t e p e o p le si mi l a r l y s i t u at ed . When al l
other things are equal--background, employment or unemployment
status, nature of offense, nature of prior records--when all of
those controls are built in the Black offenders are convicted at
a higher rate, are sentenced more likely to incarceration and
for a longer period of time and that, thereby,makes them
eligible after a longer period of time than non-White inmates
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