
Nay 16, 1989 LB 814

about. It is not a pleasant activity, but, frankly, I don't see
any alternative. And , S enator Chambers, I hear you when you
talk about sentencing patterns that are r aci s t , 'cause that ' s
what you' re really getting at. In fact, your remarks brought me
back to a time when I worked on a study some years ago with the
corrections system back in ' 74 and y ou d idn ' t have t o be a
Rhodes' scholar to figure out that the people who were most
l i k e l y t o e n d u p i n p r i son were p o o r , mor e t han l i k e l y no t
White, and, frankly, didn't have any support at home. T hat ' s a
very serious problem and I think we ought to ad dress i t .
However, this isn't just Nebraska in..the.t the trends we' re
seeing h e r e . The r e i s an article, for instance, i n t h e
February '89 issue of the our little t e at s m ag az i n e
that talks about the nationwide problem that we have with the
need to build more prisons. It isn't just Ne braska, i t ' s
everywhere. I t alked to a legislator last summer from Georgia.
Georgia was thinking seriously probably about even g o i n g i nt o
special session to deal with that, a nd I t h i n k w e a l l kn o w t h a t
part of the root of this is the current public demand for a get
tough on c rime attitude and legislators create that problem at
the request of the public by increasing what w e de f i ne as a
crime and then, in some cases, mandating sentences, a nd i t ' s
just...it is a natu'al progression a nd t h at p r og r e s s i o n has
started and there isn't any way to turn that back at this point
other than some of the long-term things that we' re going to t ry
t o d o . I wou l d a l so call your attention to a report that
Senator Chizek requested from our own Research Di v i s i on which
t ook ano t h e r l ook at these numbers and, once again, and the se
are essentially the same numbers that Senator Warner is c i t i n g ,
but some of the conclusions here are, and let me just cite from
this report: Unless the Legislature reacts to the problem of
prison overcrowding, there can be no doubt that the capacity of
the state prison system will r each t h e p oi nt whe r e i t wi l l
operate in an unsafe manner. The state's designed capacity f' or
adult male offenders t ota l s 15 . . . 1 , 53 5 . Based o n f i gu r e s
supplied by the Department of Corrections, the state is expected
t o a ch i e v e 150 p er ce n t of adult male capacity in 1991. This
report is brief, but it goes on and looks at the possibilities
that we could do by using diversion and could we offset some of
this and, frankly, the offsetting effect of this just isn ' t
enough to solve that problemand it puts us in a position of
potentially being faced with a federal court o rd er wh i ch , i f
that happens, if our experience mirrors that of other states,
which I d on ' t t h i nk there's any reason to believe t ha t i t
wouldn' t, then you probably end up building even more facilities
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