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t hat I ' v e g i v en you I sa i d i s a m e r e s ampl i n g , not selective,
not eliminating cases involving White people. T hey don' t h a v e
them. Ahd the one White woman that I' ve mentioned before whose
h ouse t h ey f ou n d coca i n e , marijuan~ plants growing i n t h e
b asement, g un s an d k n i v e s , h a d h e r charge d i sm i s se d an d they
just charged her with a misdemeanor. There are a lot of factors
that bear on the problem of overcrowding, either at the entry
level where you may have convictions occurring that shouldn' t,
or, after convictions have occurred, people being sentenced to
incarceration who should not. The pop ulation with i n t h e
i ns t i t u t i on can be controlled through the manipulation of the
i n t e r na l d i sc i p l i n a ry pr o c e d u r e . By w r i t i n g p eop l e up and
taking away their good time, the sentence that they serve is
extended, and the way good time works in Nebraska is t hat wh e n
you go into the p rison a certain amount of time, to make it
simple for me, I think the first year you might get. . . h a ve t o
serve eight months to get credit for four months good time, and
every year after that it's nine months per year and three months
good time, something like that. So what they do is total up the
number o f y e a r s y o u w er e s e n t e nced . They they subtract the good
time that you' re entitled to, and if you commit infractions of
the rules, then they take away that good time. A nd fo r e ve r y
day of good time they take away from you, t hat d a y i s add ed to
the sentence that you serve. Because there are so many men in
the Nebraska Penal Complex serving out good time w hen t he y
reached a stage out there where it was felt that there had to be
some relief in the overcrowding, they were able to let a goodly
n umber o f me n g o , not by cutting their sentence bu t by no t
making them serve that dead time for lost good time. The
biggest dollar amount in this proposition that I'm trying to
eliminate is o ver $4 million for a hole. They ca l l i t an
Adjustment Center. It would add a total of 4 4 b e ds , o ve r $4
mil l i o n wi t h a ne t total of 4 0 ad ditional beds, 44. The
overcrowding is not caused by an inadequate Adjustment Center.
If there, indeed, i s ov er c r o wd in g i n t he Pen i t en t i a r y , i t ' s
among the garden variety people who were sentenced t h e r e . And ,
yet, that is not being addressed by the largest expenditure of
money. Th e r e h a s b een n o c omprehensive study unde r t a ke n b y an
independent entity to determine the justification for additional
construction, or even the need for it. The p" i son popu l a t i o n i n
this country, since 1980, h as i nc r ea s e d b y 90 pe r c e n t , h a s
i ncreased by 9 0 p e r c e n t .
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