
Nay 16, 1989 LB 814

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r L i nd s a y .

SENATOR LINDSAY: Nr . P resident, I move the adoption of the

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sh al l t he E 6 R amendments be adopted to
LB 814? All in favor say aye. Opposed no . Ca r r i ed . They are
adopted.

CLERK: Nr. President, the first amendment to t he b i l l i s b y
Senators C ham bers , Kris t e n sen and Ch i z ek . (The C h ambers
Chizek-Kristensen amendment appears o n p age 224 2 i n t h e
Legis l a t i v e J ou r n a l . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r C h ambers , wil l y o u h a n d l e i t '?

SENATOR CHANBERS: Yes, I shall. Nr. Chairman, Nr. President
and members of the Legislature, this is an amendment which is
d esigned t o r emo v e funds for construction from the budget
replacing all of that with the authorization of a study t o b e
done on all o f th ose factors that would bear on the current
p ri son p op u l a t i o n , i f t he r e i s ov e rc r o wd i ng , wh y that
overcrowding occurs, projections and, in short, a study o f t h e
entire matter that should b e a d d r e s se d wh e n we t a l k about
bui l d i n g add i t i on a l pr i son s . I am handing around a set of
articles that will show yo u som e t h i ng s that bea r on t h e
overcrowding . You will see cases where Omaha judges sentence
people to prison under circumstances t hat I , and ev en some
prosecutors, d on't feel would justify imprisonment. One
instance involved a woman, and these are all Black people, by
t he w a y. Sh e h as a co l l eg e d e g r e e , a jo b a n d a d a u g h t e r . Sh e
was caught in one of these sting operations where t he po l i c e
sell drugs, and the judge said that she needs to go to prison;
described her as an atypical drug user. Not a p u s h e r, no t a
seller, but a user or an addict. So this addict was caught in
the police net and sentenced to prison. One young man w h o was
caught with some drugs in one of these sting operations was
sentenced to three years in prison by the judge. H e had n e v e r
had a conviction for anything before„ but the judge s aid h e
n eeded t o g o t o p r i son . In one of the sting operations, as they
cal' it in Omaha, they go into the Black neighborhood and se l l
dope. Me don't need sting operations with cops selling dope to
catch addicts. If there's to be a sting operation, let them
sting the pusher, the dealer and the supplier. By these tactics
they are swelling their arrest statistics, but t h ey ' re n o t
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