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that we can do everything in our power to nake sure that these
of fi ces have sone success to acconplish what | think nost of you
t hought an econonic devel opment office out in the field ought to
do. Now again, consider $57,000 out in the field offlceand
V\hatyou are going to acco lish |f, in faCt, a particu|ar
communi ty has that office and thinks that person is going to j;
there and recruit business and activity for that specific
comuni ty then what we have got is four offices hel ping four
comunities and not helping statewide as weare. The Business
Devel opment Center, and | can speak specifically of my
experience with the one in Wayne and | am sonmewhat famliar with
the others in the other four institutions that have been active
for about ten years. This was a nodel project put {ggether by
the federal government apout ten years ago. It is now being
used across the country. These projects have been very hel pful .
And, are these site specific relative to the communities they
are in? No, they are servicing a very,yery broad range. In
fact, Chadron basically probably does as nmuch’or ppre work in
the Scottsbluff area as they do in Chadron. They have been out
there for ten years. They have a backlog of jnformation. They
work hand in handwith DED. This is not an attenpt to bash DED,
as | think | was accused of prior to the reconsideration notion.

I support DED DED has a very specific purpose and that is
basically to adm nister the Econom c Devel opnent pl ans that

in place that we put in place and the tools that we give themto
use. The NBDC centers use the federal government and a | ot of
the activities the e through the Small Business aqpijnj stration,
the Small Business Institute, a|| the activities that are there

as well as then dovetail into the state DED pl an. When a
typical case comes, and | havegot a typical small business
start up, aid |l wll use Coleridge, Nebraska, for instance, as |

believe the NBDC Center worked on a project up there not long
ago, as t hose kinds of projects cone to us we i mediately
contact DED and we have to call a field officer fromLincoln g
drive out to northeast Nebraska to work with a conmunity tkat
has already worked with us in terms of that initial devel opment.

There is an ongoing strong working relationship that is, one,
has to bethereand, two, | think it would even be stronger if
physically that personis located in a situation where he had
the resources, where he had the conmunication, \where he had the
familiarity with the various consultants and the directors of

the NBDCcenters to acconplish the tasks that are there. |
think that $235,000 might acconplish something. | think. if we
take that $235,000 and it becones politically notivated in terms
of where it is located, if it becones a situationwhere that
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