May 16, 1989 LB 813

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: But ny initial reaction would be, yes.

PRESIDENT:  Senator Rod Johnson, just a monment. (Gavel.)
Please hold it down. Senator Rod Johnson, would you repeat what
you said, we couldn't hear it.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: | believe Senator Schnmit was asking me if |
woul d support an amendment t hat woul d allow nonprofit
organi zations to apply for funding. | pelieve that amendnent
was offered, or was considered to be offered rn General File 4
do just that. W thout having seen the amendment or without
having time to study it, | guess in order to facilitate the pjg
that has been potentially accepted by. or not accepted, but at
| east considered by FSLIC, it would be necessary to do that. So
I'd say, if they want to proceed, we're going to have to

probably make a change in the statute to allow that to be
considered.

SENATOR SCHM T: Thank you, Senator Johnson. I want to just

give you a little bit of history, and | hope that | have the
time to do so because this is.

PRESI DENT: You have five nminutes now.

SENATOR SCHM T: ...one of the po...thank you, M. President.
This is one of the more inportant bids that will be discussed
during this entire' Ie_gislative_session. There are good reasons
why the Appropriations Comm ttee djscussed the necessity of
wi t hhol di ng some of those funds, and they have been discussed

here already. | will not reiterate those. gepator d Johns
ot her senators have al so pointed out that tra |t|onaﬁ?y checrko??'

funds have been reappropriated and the di spensation of those
funds has beer. totally under the control of the checkoff boards.
Most of you know that | requested the ethanol authority, gfier |
though'g we had specifically made al | owance on 587 to gllow the
authority to acquire a plant, | requested themto acquire the
I ant on behal f of Nebraska farmers. The et hanol aut hority,
ased upon independent counsel which they hired, decided they
did not...they could not do so. I will not argue with that
decision. But | did, nonetheless, offer this bid. At the tine
that we created the ethanol authority there was no way that any
of us could have known that there would be gne day an
opportunity for these funds to be invested on behalf gf the
Nebraska farmers, the sane people who contributed the fun(?s. We
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