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SENATOR R. JOHNSON: But my initial reaction would be, yes.

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r Rod Johnson, just a moment. (Gavel . )
Please hold it down. Senator Rod Johnson, w ould you r e p ea t w h a t
you said, we couldn't hear it.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: I believe Senator Schmit was asking me if I
would support an amendment that w ould allow non profit
organizations to apply for funding. I believe that amendment
was offered, or was considered to be offered rn General File to
do just that. With out having seen the amendment or without
having time to study it, I guess in order to facilitate the bid
that has been potentially accepted by. ..or not accepted, but at
least considered by FSLIC, it would be necessary to do that. So
I ' d s ay , i f t h ey want t o pr oceed , we' re go i ng t o h a ve t o
p robably make a c hange in t he statute to allow that to be

SENATOR SCHMIT: Thank you, Senator Johnson. I w an t t o j u st
g ive y ou a l i t t l e b i t o f h i st o r y , and I hope that I have the
time to do so because this is.

. .

PRESIDENT: You have five minutes now.

SENATOR SCHMIT: ...one of the mo...thank you, Mr. President.
This is one o f the more important bids that will be discussed
d uring t h i s e n t i r e l eg i s l a t i v e s e s s i o n . There are g o od r e aso n s
why the Appropriations Committee discussed the necessity of
withholding some of those funds, and they ha v e be e n d i scu s sed
here already. I will not reiterate those. Senator Rod Johnson,
other senators have also pointed out that traditionally checkoff
funds h av e be e n r eap p ropr ia t e d and the dispensation of those
funds has beer. totally under the control of the checkoff boards.
Most of you know that I requested the ethanol authority, a fte r I
thought we had specifically made allowance on 587 to allow t he
authority to acquire a plant, I requested them to acquire the
plant on behalf of Nebraska farmers. The ethanol authority,
based u pon i nd e pendent counsel which they hired, decided they
did not...they could not do so. I wi l l not a r gue wi t h that
decision . But I di d , nonetheless, offer this bid. At the time
that we created the ethanol authority there was no way that any
of us cou l d have kno wn that there would be one da y an
opportunity for these funds to be invested on behalf of t he
Nebraska farmers, the same people who contributed the funds. We

c onsider ed .
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