
Nay 16, 1989 LB 813

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Haberman, p l e a se .

SENATOR HABERNAN: Well, Nr. President, members of the body,
this bill has been l obbied r at h er h eavy and s ome o f t h e
statements that have been made is that we are on the verge, we
need this money right now. And s o mebody sa ys t h i s i s t h e
e thanol bo ar d ' s funds. Wel l , i t 's not the ethanol board's
funds, it's the farmer f unds . The y wer e taxed fo r t h e
$17 million, not the board, not this body. Ninety-nine percent
of this body didn't put into the fund. The little farmer did
that is r iding on his tractor, planting his corn, he put into
the fund. Now I passed out to you some facts. Back i n 197 3 ,
back in 1973, the ethanol board says the committee plans to
develop the idea to invest from private sector . They ' r e go i n g
to have a 2 m illion mile road test to see if they should use
ethanol. Here a month ago I was told they are now doing another
road test. They haven't done anything s ince 1 9 73 . They ' v e
built no plants. We' re not producing any more alcohol from the
corn all these farmers were promised. They sa id , y o u p ay t h i s
checkoff, we' re going to use more corn, we' re going t o u s e t he
surplus t o f eed cattle, oh, we' re going to do all t hose
wonderful things. Th ey' ve done nothing. Now we have a po t o f
$17 million. You' ve got a lot of people out there, a nd S e n a t o r
Schmit sai d i t here a few months ago, or last year in another
bill, they are all after that $17 million. There i t i s , i t
doesn' t b e l ong t o anybody, l e t ' s go ge t t h at 17 m i l l i on . Now
s omebody i s s a y i n g , well, we won't let them have the 17 million,
we' l l j u st l et t hem h ave 1 0 m i l l i on . So ther e i s $10 mi l l i o n
coming out there that is just hanging there that che board can
say they can have. Well, if you look in 587, t he b i l l we p a s s e d
this year, there is criteria, there is criteria there t ha t h a s
to be met. But you' ll hear probably later we need this money
right now, because we' re going to go buy a plant, we' re go ing t o
do all of these wonderful things. You know, if it can't wait a
year, maybe it is n't that important. But you have been t o l d
we' ve got to have this money, w e can' t d o a n y t h i n g without the
10 million. So I challenge everybody,who is supporting giving
t hem the 10 m i l l i on , what have t h e y d o n e s o f ar ? W hat have t h e y
accomplished? What have they done? Nothing. In fact the board
is in shambles. They' re having a hell of a fight. People ar e
r esign ing , t hey ' r e withdrawing from organizations and they' re
fighting over...they' re just all mixed up. They' re h aving a
terrible fight on the board. Now, on that board to spend this
10 million money, $10 million are there consulting engineers?

6706


