May 16, 1989 LB 813

if we don't have the confidence in a board that was appoi nted by
the Governor, a programthat was passed by this Legislature to
exerci se wisdom and judgnent in its approval of the +fynds that
they have to expend, then | think we should just get rid of the

program |'d like to see the program work. | '”kt[‘ﬁ t her e
Is some potential in this areato rroveforwar and I'i eto
see that the board has at |east $10 mllion,

$11 million to use this com ng fiscal year on proj ects tﬁa

mght see fit to fund. Andl guess | wouldleavethat _Iocal
decision up to the board to nake the right decisions on projects
to expand the ethanol industry in our state. So, with that,

whatever remaining time | have on ny opening, M. President, |
woul d give to Senator Baack.

PRESI DENT: Senator Baack, you have two m nutes.

SENATOR BAACK: Yes, M. President, and col |l eagues, Senator
Johnson has done a good job of explai'ning what this anendient 1s

all about. And | think he nade an excellent point when he said
that we do have to have sone confidence in these boards gnq in
t hese checkoff boards, because we have to tell them and we have
to say that we' re going to give you the responsibility to spend
these nonies properly, we're always watching them of course,

and we' re keeping a close eye on those things. But th| nk that
in this case we need to put these dollars back in th

do have some projects that conme up in the next year, |f we onIy

have $1 million in there, we are sinply going to put a financial
bind on these checkoffs where they are not going to be ghye to
deal with these new prOJ ects. | think that we have reached a
very reasonabl e conpromise here by saying that | nstead of the
full 17 million being ayvailable we are saying there will be
$10 nillion additional available, paking a total of $11 mill ion

available to the checkoff boardto use those dollars in case
there are projects that come up that need to be funded and that

are very worthwhile as far as thepronotion of the ethanol
industry. The ethanol industry is very inportant to this state,

f’:\nd I think anythl ng t hat we can do to pr omote the ethan()'

industry we should do. And | think this is one snall step in
doing that. We' re not adding $10 nillion to our We re
simply saying that we' re going to give an addltlonal %10 mllion
that are available fromthe cash fund of the ethanol authority,
that those nonies will be available for projectsthat are
worthwhile in the State of Nebraska. with that , | would simply

urge the body to adopt this amendment. Thank  you,
Mr. President.
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