
Nay 16, 1 9 89 LB 813

next, Nr . C ler k ?

R od Johnson, Baack and Smi th .

Have you all voted? Record, Nr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 31 aye s, 4 n ay s , Nr . P re si d e n t , on adoption of Senator
Peterson's amendment to the bill.

PRESIDENT: The Peterson amendment is adopted. What do you h a ve

CLERK: Nr. President, the next amendment I have is by Senators

PRESIDENT: (Gavel.) Shall we hold it down so we can hear the
speakers, we ' re g e t t i ng awfully noisy, please. Thank y o u.

SENATOR R. JO HNSON: Nr. President and members, Senators Baack,
Smith and I are offering an amendment to LB 813 t hat wou l d
return $10 million to the Ethanol Board C a s h Fu n d fo r t he
purposes of potentially funding ethanol projects in the State of
Nebraska. As y o u re c a l l , t he ethanol...or the Appropriations
Committee chose to only give $1.2 million, approximately, to the
Ethanol Board and withhold the rest of the checkoff dollars in
reserve for at least a year. There were a v a r i e t y o f arguments
given as t o why t hey decided to do this. I n my years a s a
member of this Legislature I am unaware of any time before, and
maybe Senator Schmit or Senator Warner can better define this
for me since they' ve been a member longer than I have. But t o
m y knowledge w e hav e never withheld checkoff f unds f r o m a
checkoff organization. So I think we' ve set somewhat of a n e w
precedent here by withholding the funds. As you also recall, I
offered an amendment to return the entire $16.1 million that is
now i n t he f und back to the fund. However, that amendment
failed on Select...or General Fi le . Sena t o r Baac k , Senator
Smith and I are offering what we consider to be a compromise to
the issue here by asking for only $10 million of those funds to
allow the board then to use those funds to make loans, grants or
support of projects that might come along for the construction
of ethanol plants in our state. The only point I will make is
that in my conversation this morning with Senator Coordsen, who
is a former member of the sorghum checkoff board, he c o mmented
to me something I think that made sense to me,and tha t i s , h e
said, if we don't have the confidence in the checkoff b oard t o
manage its affairs and to properly expend their cash funds then
it seems relevant that we simply dissolve the board, r eturn t he
funds and eliminate the program. I guess I'm of that thought,

Senator Rod Johnson.
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