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for passing this out, Senator Wsely passed out a little chart
showi ng you where our needs nay be nobst acute, gndif you | ook
at the chart, you will notice that the needs are npot the most
acute in the Regional Center capacity area. The needs are more
acute in the energency placenment area and the needs are nore
acute in the residential alternativeareas, gndthose are the
areas we ought to try to address. Now we have tried to do that
with the additional $300,000 this year and an additional
$600,000 next year, or the fist vyear...second year of the
bi ennium for emergency psychiatric services We have al so
placed a $1,300,000 within the departnent give them the
ability and erxnblllty to create andwork thh t he reglons to
create alternative placements in gccordance with the Nursing

Honme Ref orm Act provi sions ¢oni ng down fromthe federal
government. To say yes to opening thi's ward is to say

A ed
nore capacity. | amunder the understandi ngfromthe\cqllrector

and fromthe departnent, and | realize there is d.frerences of
opinion here, but our overall capacity in Regional Centers is

not the mjor problem that we have. VW have capacity at
Hastings. The d' rector of the departnment has instituted a new
policy, relatively new policy that says if there is an

overcapacity situation at Norfolk, acting as a catchment center
from Dougl as County, then the catchment cénter shoul'd shift to

Hastings, and the policy is there that Hastings shall take
overcapacity requests. |t is also as to the policy that if you
have an energency situation you don't refuse energency placenent
even at Norfolk right now. |f you are convinced that we have a
total capacity problemin the Regional Centers, then you vote

yes for this amendnment. |f you are not convinced of that but
rather are interested in trying'to spend the noney that we

a
for these patients and these clients in the nost efficient and
| east restrictive way possible, whichl think is still
goal, then | don't think we need to inplenent this arrenc?ne
The Health and Human Services Committee is going to do an
interim study this sumver and | ook at all areas of nental

heal th. We have addressed to the best of our ability right
the Emergency Protective Services, the Emergency Psychol ogi caYV
Services, excuse me, Psychiatric seryices, and we do have

overal |l capacity at the Regional Centers. For usto embark upon
a program of just.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: -opens a new ward wjthout having the
benefit of this study, espemally inthe fact that...in view of
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