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already there, so what the noney is for is just to open this
ward that is al ready t here. We put money into a lot of

different projects here on 813, and | thinkthat there is
nothing nore inportant than our health, andwe needto help some

of these people that are less fortunate. sg | think this is an

amendment that is really needed. | realize that it is over  a
half mllion dollars, but if you want to put your noney where it
woul d do- you some good, | think this is a place where it would

really do some good. So | certainly support the amendnment.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Very briefly, Nr. Speaker, | did participate in
a meeting with Senator Peterson and Senator Smith and Senator
Hartnett and we did discuss this whole issue. | appreciate that

Senator Peterson’'s has come back and now s  requestin

additional funding, and not diverting funds from other menta

heal th prograns because of the lack of mental health funding

SO many areas in the state, and so | do plan on supporting this
amendment and | recognize that we do have a problem gpeof the
things 1'd note, however, s that in the |etter Pom Nike
Nol an...to Ni ke Nolan fromthe Chief of Police in Norfolk, they
tal ked about EPCs. |f you renmenber earlier this mor ni ng, the
Appropriations Commttee did put 300,000 additional dollars for
EPCs in addition to 300,000 that was already in the budget, in
addition to 300,000 we had al readyappropriated. Thjs problem
in Norfolk is a problemfound el sewhere across ipe state. and
when we get sone noney into EPC units around the g¢ate yOL'J will

apbr opriate bl acemont Tor' TReledl Nl Genfers.  vouwdl havean
of the thing that this unit mght be abl &'38% aKmelReoP
that EPC problemup in Norfolk where we zre putting people in

jail that don't need to be there. That would be one way to | ook

at it, but in addition, we als o have to understand the
i nterconnection of nental health services and how fits

S . t all
together, and definitely once we get EPCs in place, tr?at shoul d
ease up some of the problemat the Regional Centers, but that is
a different function, though, than what some of the function

. of
t he Regl onal Center y and so we still have concerns about
appropriateness and adequacy there. But | do think Senator

Peterson is approaching this in a much better fashion so | do
plan on voting for it here on Select File.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Warner, please.
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